January 3, 2021

Luke 4:31-37 — Jesus and Demons, Part 1

Introduction
1. Review of Our Series, The Harmony of the Gospels
2. Today: More topical than exegetical — we will lay the
groundwork from what the Bible in its larger context has to say
about Satan and Demons
3. The Scripture is Sufficient to Teach us about the Enemy

Central Truth: Demons are real. They oppose God and His people.
They hate and profane the holy. But Jesus is more powerful than
demons. One word from Him... fells the enemy.

What Are Demons?
1. Luke assumes the reader has knowledge about the demonic
2. What are Demons from the Biblical Perspective?
a. Real angels God created that have fallen and are hostile to
God and His image bearers (mankind)
i. Satan and demons were created by God and were holy
angels at one time, declared good by God (Gen 1)
ii. Satan and his angels made war with God in heaven and
were cast out (Ezekiel 28:11-16, Revelation 12:3-4)
b. Not Elect angels of God (1 Timothy 5:20-21)

i. God decreed there would be angels that from their own
accord would fall from Heaven and that there would be
angels God would preserve from falling

Satan’s angels (Revelation 12:7)

Destructive, Lying Spirits (1 Timothy 4:1)

Murderous Spirits (John 8:44, 1 Peter 5:8-9)

Restless, Roaming Spirits (Matthew 12:43-45)
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Where Do Demons Come From?
1. Originally Created Holy and Pure by God, along with Satan
himself — Between Genesis 1 and 3, the enemy fell
a. lsaiah 14:12-17a, Ezekiel 28:12-18
b. Satan and Demons fell because of Rebellious Pride

How/Where Do Demons Operate? What Do/Can Demons Do?
1. The Political Sphere — behind world rulers, influencing and
manipulating (Is 14, Ez 28, Revelation 16:13-14)
2. Social and Religious Spheres
a. Spirit of the Age strictly looks at the world in a naturalistic
way — what is seen and can be touched, nothing immaterial
b. The Spirit of Antichrist — Against Jesus; All without Christ
are against Christ (Ephesians 2:1-3)

3. The Culture of Antichrist Looks Like...
a. Sexual immorality w/ language of love, rights, & tolerance
b. Murder with language of women'’s health care
c. Covetousness with language of welfare & humanitarianism
d. Heretical teaching in the Church portrayed as love,
acceptance, open-mindedness; Spirituality without Christ!
e. Satan always presents himself as an angel of light — why it
is so vital to weigh everything by the Word of God
f.  We deal either with the Spirit of Truth or the Spirit of
Antichrist (1 John 4:1)
g. Every pagan religion in the world is demonic
i. The idol is just wood, but the spirit behind the worship
and sacrifice to the idol is demonic (Ps 106:36-9)
h. Either the Word of God is shaping your mind, or another
doctrine/teaching is shaping your mind
4. The Personal Sphere
a. Jesus came to set at liberty the captive soul (Luke 4:17-21)
b. Qualities of those Demonically Possessed or Oppressed
i. Unable to speak, blind, deaf, seizures, physical pain
ii. Mark 9, Matthew 17 — Boy throws self in fire, water
iii. Luke 13 —Woman hunched over for 18 years
iv. Luke 8 — Man is naked, very strong, fits of shouting
v. 1 Corinthians 12 — Apparently a Man curses Jesus
Christ in the middle of Church Service
vi. Mark 5 — Man cutting self with stones
¢. Demons can torment and hurt people — they demonize, they
can possess the lost
5. God’s Sovereignty over Demons and His Use of Them
a. They need permission to do anything — they are limited
(See Job)
b. Example: Micaiah the Prophet of God (1 Kings 22)
¢. Church Discipline can lead to one being handed over to
Satan for correction (1 Timothy 1:18-20)

Who Has More Power Than Demons? Jesus Christ the Lord! (v 35)

1. Jesus is more powerful than Satan and his demons — Be quiet!
The demon is silenced! ... Come out! ...The demon obeys!

2. Demons have no power over the Christian — they cannot truly
destroy you — they torment and accuse you

3. Jesus sets the believer free from Satan and his demons

4. Christians are the temple of the Holy Spirit, nothing can
separate the believer from the love of God (Romans 8)

5. Christians are Secure in Christ!

6. The Gospel is OUR Weapon against Demons — the Enemy of
the Cross is Crushed by the Gospel of the Cross




