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Mark 1:21-28 – Jesus and Demons, Part 3 

 

Central Concept: Jesus’ word is powerful: His word antagonizes the 

enemy, delivers sinners, and accomplishes what it commands.  

 

The Church, Militant (v 21) 

1. There is no perilous place to be than when God and His truth 

confronts the dead or demonic 

a. A culture of death & dead religion collides with the truth 

b. The Truth of Jesus Christ arouses the opposition and 

aggravates Hell – the darkness cannot overcome the light! 

c. Jesus exposes Sin, provokes the enemy, angers the dead 

2. The peace Jesus brings is NOT without conflict = Peace through 

Omnipotent Strength 

3. Satan’s Monopoly – established traditions, deadness of hearts 

and souls in houses of worship where God’s word is not taught 

a. Religion without the Gospel of Grace, Repentance, Faith 

b. Ritualism without New Birth 

c. Rule following without a Relationship with God through 

Christ the Lord 

4. The Synagogue in Capernaum, a house of instruction, worship, 

a schoolhouse and courtroom = without truth 

a. Jesus arrives and brought the truth of God to bear on the 

citizens – He proclaimed the Kingdom of God 

b. Jesus advanced into enemy territory – Jesus marched into 

occupied religious lands, cultural lands to reclaim what was 

lost by Adam and the fall into Sin 

5. The mandate of the Church is just like our Master! 

a. Proclaim the Gospel of the Kingdom – Repent and Believe! 

b. Make Disciples by teaching/preaching the Word of Christ 

c. Advance the Kingdom of God – spreading His glory 

6. Jesus Taught the Word of God – straightforward exposition 

a. The Holy Written Word expounded by the Divine Incarnate 

Word made flesh 

b. Jesus came to disrupt the Kingdom of Darkness by flipping 

the world right-side up! 

c. When the church marches into enemy occupied territory 

with the truth, expect anger, fury, opposition (Acts 17:1-7) 

7. Jesus came into enemy occupied territory with the message of 

God and overcame the darkness 
 

Christ the Commander, Lord of the Sabbath (v 22) 

1. Jesus spoke with power to transform hearts; He amazed hearers 

2. Jesus had authority unlike the scribes 

a. Scribes were lawyers, made up primarily of Pharisees – 

professionals in the Law of God 

 

b. Scribes depended on secondhand opinions, rabbinical 

tradition; enslaved by rabbinical quotations of the past 

c. Jesus used the Bible – Ex: Nazareth (Luke 4) 

d. Jesus preached repentance, faith, Himself! 

e. Jesus has authority that commanded a hearing (Jn 7:45-46) 

3. The Holy Spirit moves hard hearts to hear the Word of Christ 

4. When the truth moves by the Spirit of Christ, it accomplishes 

what it was intended to accomplish 

5. Meeting the Lord always causes discomfort (Isaiah, Peter, Saul 

of Tarsus, John at Patmos) – it reveals the truth 

6. The Scribes & Pharisees laid religious tradition on the backs of 

the people = people lived in fear and bondage to sin & tradition 

7. Jesus was not like God’s prophets who said “Thus sayeth the 

Lord!” - He spoke By His own name, “Verily, verily I say to 

you,” “But I say to you      (Independent of religious tradition) 

8. Jesus spoke by the power of His name, the power of the Spirit, 

and by the Will of His Father 

9. He tied His teaching to Himself & His Kingdom (Mt 7:24-27) 

 

The Ire of the Enemy (vv 23-24) 

1. The truth is light shining in the dark, even in a house of worship 

2. Demons oppressed and possessed this man – controlling him 

3. Satan longs to be worshipped – the enemy infiltrates religion, 

especially those that deny the One True God 

4. The enemy, spirits of antichrist, are provoked by the purity of 

truth (The spirit of our age denies absolute truth) 

a. Speak against sexual immorality, abortion = narrow mind 

b. When the truth of the Gospel is spoken – Restless Roaring! 

 

The Divine Word, Accomplishing What It Commands (vv 25-26) 

1. Jesus speaks a Word: Be muzzled, come out – the demons obey  

2. When we say NO! to personal sin & societal immorality and 

ideas, the spirit of the age screams and convulses like this man 

3. Light exposes the Lie; violent reactions are expected 

4. Christ’s Word commands and conquers – this man was set free 
5. Jesus had a ministry of deliverance, so does the church (love for 

sinner, hearts broken for the Gospel of Christ) 

 

Sinners, Transfixed and Transformed (vv 27-28) 

1. The congregation is amazed – Jesus only needed to Speak! 
2. Jesus dominates the Spiritual World! Subdues His foes! 

3. The Renown of Christ spreads – The old Sinner dies, the Saint 

is born anew (transformation occurs with Christ’s spoken word) 

4. Sinners begin to see Jesus as Messiah, Savior, Lord 

5. A house under the command of Christ will provoke the evil one, 

will stand on the Rock! We rest in the hands of our Savior! 


