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Mark 1:29-39, Luke 4:38-44 – Jesus Heals Peter’s Mother-In-Law, 1 

 

Introduction: 

1. Jesus has Kingly authority in the physical & metaphysical world 

2. Jesus is Lord of All Creation, upholding the world by the power 

of His word 

 

Chief Thought: Jesus is powerful & filled with healing compassion. 

His mission though, was more than healing and casting out devils. 

His purpose was to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom so that many 

would gain eternal life. 

 

Compassion & Power: Jesus Delivers (vv 29-31, 38-39) 

1. Jesus is a Compassionate King with authority couched in mercy 

2. The public sphere transitions to a private setting, an official 

religious context to a domestic, personal context – the home of 

Simon Peter and Andrew 

3. Jesus responds to people’s needs as they arose, public or private 

4. Jesus heals Peter’s Mother-in-Law – He is a compassionate God  

5. Angry reactions toward God for sickness, suffering, death 

a. Presupposes there is a God who will hear you 

b. Assumes God has power to do things differently 

c. Supposes Him to be benevolent, compassionate, and good 

d. Thinks that He has the strength to forbid things to occur 

e. These are Christian beliefs… He is all powerful, full of 

mercy, and good 

6. Jesus’ power and compassion is not limited 

7. Peter’s Mother-in Law is fully restored – Her response is fitting 

a. She rose and served (deaconed) them 

b. Her health was a gift, and it did not terminate on herself 

c. She was healed to help, to serve, to love 

d. Hording God’s blessings, and gifts is a sin 

e. The Lord will withhold blessing because our drive is not to 

love other but to expend them on our desires (James 4:2-3) 

 

Center-Stage: Jesus’ Popularity Has Spread (vv 32-34, 40-41) 

1. Jesus’ authority extended to the whole city of Capernaum 

2. Jesus’ fame spread rapidly (Mark 1:28) 

a. Hope spread, but they could not come to Jesus immediately 

for it was the Sabbath 
b. The sun went down, and the city flocks to Peter’s door 

3. Jesus’ power to heal is based in His compassion 

4. Jesus is sovereign over microscopic viruses and bacteria that 

causes fevers, illnesses, and disease & the spiritual world 

5. Jesus has total dominion – Our God Reigns! 

6. The Kingdom of Sin and Satan was being overthrown 

 

 

7. Sickness, disease, and death are byproducts of Man’s fall into 

sin – The human body in the Garden of Eden was perfect 

8. Jesus healing the sick is the Kingdom of Christ at work (Mt 11) 

9. Healing and Exorcisms are prequels to a greater overthrow of 

Satan’s rule → The Cross of Calvary stripped Satan of power 

(Colossians 2:13-15) 

10. The popularity of Jesus Christ Grew 

a. The majority did not seek Jesus for Jesus, or for His 

message – they sought Him for their own desires 

b. People use Jesus for their own ends, purposes 

c. Do you want Jesus or the gifts He gives? Is your aim to 

have Christ, or just what He provides you? 

d. The townspeople celebrated that day, but many did not trust 

in the Lord Jesus (Matthew 11:23) 

e. Beware of the danger of following Jesus to get your desires 

met rather than following Jesus as an end in itself 

 

Confounding: Jesus Moves On (vv 35-39, 42-44) 

1. Jesus does not permit the demons to speak as they come out 

a. Jesus is the suffering Messiah, not the warrior Messiah – 

He keeps His identity concealed (Ex: Matt 8:4) 

b. Jesus’ hour had not come – He kept His identity concealed 

to avoid the attention it would bring 

c. Demons know Him – but not in the proper way, not in a 

salvific way 

1. The townspeople know of Jesus: healer, teacher, etc 

2. Many know about Jesus and are impressed with Him – 

it stops with He will help you hope, give you purpose, 

heal your pain 

3. Demons know Jesus better – the Messiah who will 

deliver His people and crush the head of the enemy 

4. Jesus is more than an inspiring, helpful do-gooder 

5. Jesus preached The Kingdom – Repent and Believe 

2. Jesus does not heal everyone – He moves on to other towns 

a. Jesus chooses to go to other towns and is rebuked by Peter 

b. Jesus is about His Father’s business – Preaching the Word 

a. Healing and Exorcisms were not the point of Jesus’ 

ministry – they are temporary 

b. Disease is a shadow and sign of sin; Physical healing is 

a sign of the dawning of the Kingdom of God 
c. The real healing we need is not from Jesus’ command, 

but from Jesus’ Cross – He restores the sinner 

d. Jesus came more to heal souls, than bodies 

3. Jesus gets up early and prays – Mark mentions Jesus praying 

three times – each before a temptation to come off His Father’s 

Mission to bear the Sin of His people (popularity is tempting) 


