
February 7, 2021 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Matthew 4:23-25, Mark 1:29-39, Luke 4:42-44  

Jesus’ Preaching & Praying Ministry 

 

Introduction: 

1. Two Means by Which We Commune with God: Praying & 

Preaching 

2. Jesus communed with His Father in Prayer and Preaching 

3. Jesus worked to save His people and now we can commune 

with God  

4. Union with Christ, the presence of the Indwelling Spirit creates 

fellowship with the Triune God 

5. We hear from God by listening to His Word, and then we 

respond to God with songs of praise and prayer 

 

Central Idea: God the Son was a preacher of the Word and sought 

God the Father in prayer. He did this to work for our salvation and 

model for us what it means to fellowship and commune with God.  

 

Praying Ministry of Jesus (Mark 1:35-37, Luke 4:42-44) 

1. The End of a Very Long Day (Synagogue, Cast out Demons, 

Healing Peter’s Mother-in-Law, Healings and Exorcisms) 

2. Jesus was spiritually prompted and driven to commune with 

God – Goes to a desolate (solitude) place 

a. Same word used of John baptizing in the wilderness 
b. Same word of Jesus being tempted by the Devil in the 

wilderness (Luke 4:1, Matthew 4:1) 

3. Mark mentions Jesus praying only three times – each crucial 

points in his ministry to forgo the cup the Father gives Him to 

accomplish 

a. Jesus is not tempted from within, but from without 

b. Satan in the wilderness 

c. The World in its popularity 

4. The Desolate place is where the Mission and Purposes of God 

are formed – spiritual work on the soul, refining, edification 

a. Jesus does not conform to the patterns of this world 

b. Jesus was here to work out our salvation before the Throne 

of God – intentionally staying on the Father’s schedule 

c. Jesus knows God’s work, done in God’s way, receives 

God’s blessing 

5. Modern day churches – temptation to gather large crowds, use 
gimmicks, entertainment, seeker sensitive methods 

a. Jesus did not come to be popular, and still will not honor 

this kind of fame 

6. Jesus was dependent on the Father in prayer – How much more 

should we be? (Psalm 25:4-5) 

7. Jesus’ Praying Ministry:   

a. Luke 3 - Before His Baptism, Luke 6 - Before calling His 

disciples, John 6 - Before feeding the multitude, Luke 9 - at 

His transfiguration, John 11 - Before raising Lazarus from 

the dead, Matthew 26 - in the upper room, in the garden of 

Gethsemane, Matthew 27 – hanging on the cross 

b. John 17 – His High Priestly prayer 

c. Until His dying day, Jesus had a perpetual praying ministry 

d. Today, this ministry continues in Heaven (Romans 8:34, 

Hebrew 7:25) 

e. He prays for our sanctification and our unity 

8. We follow Jesus’ Model: We gather together to pray! 

a. It is Warfare! The world tempts us with lesser things… 

b. We do not pray because of time 

c. We do not pray because the sinful flesh lives within us 

d. We do not pray because Satanic forces disturb, discourage 

e. We do not pray because of our own Pride 

 

Preaching Ministry of Jesus (Mt 4:23-25, Mr 1:38-39, Lk 4:42-44) 

1. The priority of Jesus was to proclaim the Kingdom of God  

2. Prayer and preaching go hand in hand – Jesus did nothing apart 

from His Father’s will – One in fellowship, communion,  

purpose, and priority 

3. Preaching (Exposition, Expounding God’s Word) – must have 

the Spirit of God move in the hearts of men and women 

4. Congregation: Pray! For your pastor, brothers and sisters that 

God would accomplish the task of preaching 

5. We do not dare speak or listen to Truths from God without 

God’s work and activity in it (2 Thess 3:1, Ephesians 6:16-20) 

6. Jesus left the glory of Heaven to proclaim the Gospel, and die 

on the cross according to the Gospel 

7. Preaching the Gospel confronts the Forces of Hell – Jesus was 

busy casting out demons in His preaching circuit 

8. God’s Goal: Every ear is to hear the reaching of the Kingdom 

a. This is our command and commission – carry the Gospel 

with us wherever we go 

b. We are a people of prayer, a people of the book 

9. The People Of God: 

a. Attend a church that teaches, preached God’s Holy Word 

b. Participate in the Ministry of the Word – use your gifts if 
you can preach, or teach 

c. Sacrificially provide for the furthering of the Word – give! 

d. Pray for the advancement of the Word 

10. The Ministry of the Word sets everything else in Motion: 

worship, evangelism, fellowship, service, life in Christ 

11. We exist to see God’s Word spread into the world (Acts 6, 13) 


