February 14, 2021

Matthew 8:1-4, Mark 1:40-45 - Jesus Heals the Leper, Part 1

Introduction:
The miracles of Jesus convey a message — a sign pointing to a greater
meaning; they are parables in action

Principle Meditation: Jesus heals the leper, whose outer, sickened
body conforms to the inward spiritual reality of every sinner. Jesus
delivers from Sin by identifying with sinners and trading places with
them at the Cross of Calvary.

The Leper and His Miserable Condition (Mark 1:40, Matthew 8:1-2)
1. The story of the leper is a parable that answers the problem of
Sin — Lepers are unclean, and Sin’s power makes us unclean
2. Leprosy was feared the most in the ancient world — a diagnosis
of leprosy was a sentence of death (death by inches) — no cure!
a. The quarantine period was for life
b. Had an anesthetic effect on the nervous system — one could
not feel pain — a painful, painless hell
c. Mutilation and trauma occur, infections
d. Law of Moses: Leviticus 13:45-6 — Tear the clothes, let
hair hang loose, cover lips, cry out Unclean! Unclean!, live
alone, outside the community — lived as lonely beggars
e. Rabbinical Law — unlawful to stick head inside a house,
unlawful to greet a leper, the Jewish Talmud said a leper
could be no closer than 100 cubits upwind, 4 downwind: 6ft
f.  Flavius Josephus — “Lepers were treated as if they were
living dead men, corpses.”
g. Suffered shame, dishonor, believed to be judged by God for
great sins committed
h. Robbed of health, name, occupation, family, worshipping
community
3. A leper comes to see Jesus — breaking all laws and social codes
a. Imagine him coming toward Jesus — Unclean! Unclean! —
with vocal cords affected by the disease
4. What does Clean mean?
a. More than a plea to be healed; A moral connotation; to be
morally purified, holy
b. Beyond body, into the heart (see Hebrews 10:22)
c. The leper is asking to be made clean before God;
considered a great sinner, ostracized from the community
d. He cannot go to synagogue, to the Temple to make sacrifice
e. Heis cut off from God
5. The leper is a parable of the inward soul & heart of every sinner
a. We all have spiritual leprosy in need of cleansing
b. The Sinner — without hope, alienated from God, cut off

6. Sinisincurable apart from Christ — it causes every person to be
morally impure and unclean before God
7. The Leper heard about or saw the power of Jesus’ healing
a. Hewas bold — He ignored the Law and approached Jesus
b. He was intense — He implored, begged Jesus
c. He was poor in spirit — lowly, humble; He knelt down,
bowing low, worshipping the only Source of Healing
d. He was not presumptuous — he said, “If you will...”
e. He believes Jesus has the power to heal and cleanse

The Lord Heals the Leper (Mark 1:41-42, Matthew 8:3)
1. Jesus has compassion on the Leper — God is moved with love
toward him; the Lord acts in love
2. Jesus touched the Leper — He could have spoken a word or
willed his healing; Christ was not tainted by His leprosy
3. The Leper was immediately healed and made clean
a.  Why does Jesus touch the Leper? He identifies with sinners
b. The pure hand of Christ on rotting flesh is parable of
Christ’s incarnation; Jesus was willing to become sin for us

The Lord Halts the Leper (Mark 1:43-44, Matthew 8:4)
1. An abrupt change from compassion, to a strict demand
2. Do Not Say A Word! Go and Fulfill the Law of Moses!
a. Confrontation for Jesus is around the corner, and the Lord
does not want premature conflict
b. The cleansing of the Leper is a witness for or against the
priests — What will the priests do when the day arrives
where they accept the cleansing but reject the One who
cleansed?

The Leper and His Merry Complication (Mark 1:45)
1. The Leper enthusiastically, wrongly, disobeyed the Lord
a. He did not want to harm Jesus, he was jovial, happy
b. He thought he knew better than Jesus — essence of
disobedience
2. The Result of the Leper’s Disobedience: Unwanted Fame
3. The fame caused the Lord and the Leper to trade places
4. A Picture of the Gospel
a. Evidence of Leprosy, Evidence of Sin
b. The Leper recognized who he was — do we as sinners?
c. The sinner has a leprous heart — guilty, defiled (Mt 15)
d. The Leper called to Jesus, Sinners who call on the name of
the Lord are saved
The Leper believed in Jesus to make him clean — do you?
f. Atthe Cross, the Lord traded places with sinners as our
substitute, atoning for our sinful condition
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