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Luke 5:12-16 - Jesus Heals the Leper, Part 2 

 

Introduction: 

1. The Law of God (Torah) 

a. Reflecter of the perfections, excellencies of the character of 

God and our falling short of His glory 

b. Restrainer of  evil as a check on Sin 

c. Director by guiding believers into good works 

d. Prosecutor by pointing out evil and condemning sinners 

e. Is moral, civil, and ceremonial – it provides a way for 

purity and forgiveness through the sacrificial system 

f. Is a tutor preserving God’s people until the Messianic Age 

2. The Law of God was written down for the Christian’s 

instruction (1 Corinthians 10:1-11) 

3. The Law of God was a forerunner pointing to Jesus Christ 

(Luke 24:25-27) 

 

Central Idea: The Law of God was a precursor to the Lord of the 

Law, Jesus Christ. The Law of God cannot make the defiled, pure. 

Sinners that came into contact with the defiled became defiled 

themselves. But the Lord of the Law who is sinless, pure, and clean, 

makes the unclean, clean.  

 

The Leper and The Law of God (Leviticus 11-15, Numbers 5:1-4) 

1. Leviticus:  

a. Ch. 11: Instructed on what was clean & unclean concerning 

animals that were permissible to eat; touching a dead 

carcass makes one unclean 

b. Ch. 12: Instructed on cleanness of women in childbearing 

c. Chs. 13-14: Cleanness and Uncleanness of Lepers and 

cleansing before a priest 

d. Ch. 15: Cleanness of those who had bodily discharge 

2. The Law of God tests the faith of His people concerning the 

clean and the unclean (Numbers 5:1-4) 

a. Loved ones could be put outside the camp (community) 

b. Makes God seem unloving and without tender care 

3. Three Reasons the Lord issued Defilement Laws 

a. Disease could spread rapidly and the Lord cared for the two 

million that could be affected 

b. The Lord was present with His people (verse 3) 
c. The Lord is Holy, therefore cannot be in the presence of 

those who are unclean and defiled 

d. Defilement and Uncleanness is a picture of Sin; it breaks 

fellowship with the Lord 

e. Adam and Eve fell into Sin and were cast out of the 

Garden, outside the Camp, outside the fellowship with God 

4. Defilement and uncleanness is not just an outward issue, but 

also an inner moral issue; Sin makes one unclean before God 

a. God drives people who are defiled outside the camp, even 

in glory for God is present (Revelation 21:8, 27) 

b. God is life, without God is death 

c. For the Lord to dwell with His people is a blessing & honor 

5. Following the Lord is right, and not always easy (see verse 4) 

6. The Defilement Laws are Complete for defilement spreads like 

a contagion (Leviticus 15:1-12); Sin also spreads to others 

a. There were no cures for uncleanness; only God can cure – 

only God can forgive Sin 

7. The Structure of Leviticus – Chapter 16 is the emphasis of the 

entire book – the Day of Atonement; the innocent for the guilty 

 

The Lord of The Law of God (Luke 5:12-16, 8:40-56) 

1. The Defilement Laws point to Christ 

2. Luke 8:40-48 – The Woman with a Discharge 

a. The unclean woman touched Jesus, and became clean 

3.  Luke 8:49-56 – Jairus’ Dead Daughter 

a. Jesus touched her hand and raised her to life; cleansed 

b. Sin kills; The wages of Sin is death (we were born dead in 

trespasses and sins, under the wrath of God – Ephesians 2) 

4. Luke 5:12-16 – The Leper 

a. Jesus touched the leper and made him clean 

b. Sin is spiritual leprosy that infects the whole person, defiles 

resulting in death, causes insensitivity to God and Truth, 

incurable by man, and damns the soul; only God can cure it 

5. Jesus cannot be defiled! He cannot be made Unclean: How? 

a. The Leper had to show himself to the priest, which involved 

the sacrifice of a bird, and another bird dipped in the blood 

of the sacrifice and then let go (Leviticus 14:1-7) 

i. The sacrifice is a graphic reminder that death was 

required to make one clean 

ii. The release of the live bird is a graphic reminder that 

forgiveness of sins was real – God is faithful! 

b. How is Jesus able to make the unclean clean without 

Himself becoming unclean? 

i. Hebrews 13:10-13 – He willingly went to the Cross to 

bear the reproach of the defiled outside the camp 

ii. He became the sacrificial goat, the scapegoat, and the 
sacrificial bird 

iii. He died for sinners, bearing their iniquity and the wrath 

of God in their place  

6. Jesus is able to bear our uncleanness, our defilement 

a. For the humble sinner who truly desires God’s mercy, 

immediately Jesus touches them and makes them clean 

 


