February 28, 2021

Matthew 8:23-27, Luke 8:22-25 - Jesus Calms the Storm, Part 1

Introduction: The Soliciting Question (Matthew 8:27a, Luke 8:25b)

1. The storm was a trial for the disciples and a sign from God the
Father pointing to the identity of Jesus Christ

2. The Question we will look at: Who then is this? What sort of
man is this?

3. The storm is a God-ordained sign and wonder: Acts 2:22

4. The point of the Gospels: Identify who Jesus is so we will
believe and gain eternal life

5. God gave signs when and where He wanted (Matt 12:38-42)
a. Not all gained signs — unbelievers want more evidence
b. God gave signs to believers who treasure Jesus as Lord

The Central Idea: Jesus calming the storm identifies Jesus as God.
Those with faith see Jesus as Savior, Lord, and God in the flesh who
is worthy of our belief, our praise, our life, our all.

The Setting: The Sea of Galilee (Matthew 8:23, Luke 8:22)
1. The overnight journey from one side of the sea to the other
a. Itis possible that Jesus was tired and needed the rest, which
is why He went out onto the sea
b. Jesus did have ministry to do on the other side — Gerasene
region
2. The Sea of Galilee
a. 13 miles long, 7 %2 miles wide, surrounded by hills
b. Not uncommon to have winds flow down the hills onto the
sea and cause storms
c. The disciples were professional fishermen, experienced
d. The boat was a larger craft, able to hold 8-12 people

The Sign from God: The Storm (Matthew 8:24, L uke 8:23)

1. Jesus went to sleep in the stern of the boat (see Mark 4)

2. A large storm had formed, swamping the boats causing these
experienced fishermen to worry

3. The Greek word for ‘storm’ in Matthew: Seismos — used 13x in
the Gospel always in reference to an earthquake, except here

4. The disciples were scared to death; they were in danger

5. Jesus did not stir from the commaotion or the storm

The Shout for Help: Save Us! (Matthew 8:25, L uke 8:24a)
1. The disciples panicked and awakened Jesus with a cry for help
a. Lord (Matt), Master (Luke), Teacher (Mark); SAVE Us!!
2. The disciples were afraid and beseeched the Lord

The Stilling of the Storm: The Savior! (Matthew 8:26, Luke 24b)

1. The Lord Jesus speaks to the disciples, winds, and waves

2. The Lord rebukes the winds and waves — Be muzzled, Be still!
a. The waves obeyed and did their Master’s bidding
b. Immediately the Sea became calm — as glass

3. The disciples saw something they had never seen before

4. Jesus said, “Peace! Be still!” — the wind and water obeyed

5. The disciples were saved

The Scrutinizing of Faith: Small Faith (Matthew 8:26a, L uke 8:25a)
1. Jesus examined these men — You of little faith, why are you
afraid?
2. Why does the Lord ask these questions?
a. They believed the Lord Jesus could save them — there was
faith, but it was a small and generalized faith
b. The source of their fear was little faith
3. Who is Jesus? The disciples did not comprehend the fullness of
who Jesus was or the purpose of His coming
a. The safest place on the planet was in the boat in the midst
of the storm, with Jesus asleep in the stern
b. Jesus did not come to drown in the Sea of Galilee
c. They only had generalized belief = They were amazed!

The Staggering Impact: Stunned Disciples (Matt 8:27, Luke 8:25)
1. The disciples do not know what sort of man Jesus is
2. The disciples had witnessed the fish filling their nets, casting
out devils, and healing the sick
3. The disciples began an ongoing discussion about who He was

The Suitable Answer: He is God! (Job 38, Gen 1:1, Pss 65, 89, 95, 107)
1. The disciples were seeped in Old Testament truth
2. Who commands the storms and they stop? Who speaks and
nature obeys? (Job 38:8-11, Genesis 1:3, Pss 65, 89, 95, 107)
3. Who is this man? What sort of man is Jesus? He is God! What
you see Jesus do, God does
4. God answers the cry of His people, and there is peace; Jesus is
the Lord of our Salvation
a. Atthe Cross Jesus, Jesus took the storm of God’s wrath and
our Sin and to us He said, Be still! Be at peace!
5. Our Attitudes in our Storms:
a. The Storms are God’s ordains acts, planned; He does not
panic, therefore we can trust Him and His purposes
b. Trusting the Lord in the Storm brings Him honor and glory

The Satisfactory Response: Praise Him! (Psalm 148:1-8, see verse 8)




