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Mark 4:35-41 - Jesus Calms the Storm, Part 2 

 

Introduction: 

1. The Old Testament is the New Testament concealed. The New 

Testament is the Old Testament revealed. 

2. God gave clues in the Old Testament of His gracious 

justification of sinners by His Son’s penal substitutionary 

atonement on the Cross 

a. Genesis 22: Abraham and the Sacrifice of Isaac 

b. Exodus : The Paschal Lamb’s Blood on the Door Post 

c. Leviticus 16: Yom Kipur 

d. Esther laying her life down before the King for her people 

e. Isaiah 53:5-6 – The Suffering Servant 

3. Last Week’s Question: Who is this man? Jesus is God! 

4. This Week’s Question: Does the Lord Care? (Mark 4:38) 

 

The Central Idea: Jesus the Lord cares for us. He is greater than 

Jonah for He calmed the storm with a Word, and in the end thew 

Himself into the ultimate storm of God’s justice as our penal 

substitute on the Cross of Calvary.  

 

The Lord’s Routine Directive (Verses 35-36) 

1. Let us go to the other side… Everything was calm; no reason for 

concern: The future belongs to God 

2. We do not know what the day will bring, but we do know is that 

in our walk with Jesus we will face various threats to our faith; 

temptations to disbelieve and question God 

3. The disciples obey the Lord, they serve Him, they are with Him 

 

The Storm’s Remarkable Deluge (Verse 37)) 

1. A GREAT windstorm arose… This storm was a “mega” storm 

2. It began filling the boat, causing the men to become terrified 

3. Following Jesus does not guarantee that we will not face storms 

a. Following Jesus does not make us immune to threats 

against our faith in the Lord 

b. Obedience does not exempt believers from life’s storms 

c. Trials usually come in the midst of faithfulness, service 

d. Walking with Jesus means following the narrow road of 

suffering that leads to life 

e. We will face trials in this life until we die 
 

The Disciples’ Revealing & Rude Disposition (Verse 38) 

1. Jesus is asleep while the storm occurred 

2. The disciples are in terror, and are annoyed with Jesus sleeping 

3. The disciples rebuke Jesus – Don’t you care?!!! 
4. In the storm, our small faith can deteriorate into rude disbelief 

 

 

 

5. This disposition of the heart was seen often in the disciples 

a. Mark 5, 6 – Who touched Me?...  Feed the crowds… 

6. Rudeness, Sarcasm is part of our fallen nature – the disciples 

reveal their heart’s disposition and sinful nature in this moment 

a. They followed the Lord’s orders, submissive – now He is 

sleeping on us and unaware of our need – Do you care? 

 

The Lord’s Reproving Discipline (Verses 39-40) 

1. Strange Moment: The teacher speaks to the water and wind: 
Who yells at the wind and rain to stop, and it stops? 

2. Mother Nature isn’t independent, she obeys her Creator (Ps 65) 

a. God is the One who commands the roaring seas 

b. Jesus is God in the flesh with infinite power 

3. The Mega Storm becomes quiet producing a Mega Calm 

4. Ancient Societies: The Sea was a place of chaos, fury, power, 

unmanageable disorder (see 2 Maccabees 9) 

5. Ancient Legends & Stories: Individuals called on higher powers 

to calm the sea; Jesus is the Higher Power, He is Power 

6. Two Penetrating Questions:  

a. Why are you afraid? Literally Why are you so cowardly? 

i. When fear becomes cowardly, it becomes unbelief 

b. Have you still no faith? Literally You have tiny faith? 

i. Why are you disbelieving, Why do you not trust Me? 

7. The Spirit of Our Age: Therapeutic Coddling, Avoidance of 

rebuke and repentance; Love calls people to repent & believe 

 

The Disciples’ Respectable Dread (Verse 41) 

1. When the threat was removed, the fear did not leave, it grew 

2.  They were in the presence of the Holy – the fear of the Lord is 

the beginning of wisdom, and this is faith 

3. Fearing God is the proper response (Luke 12:4-5) 

 

Does the Lord Care? (Jonah 1) 

1. For the unbelieving world, they only see the Storm, which does 

not care for you at all (no rhyme or reason to nature) 

2. God is personal and He Cares 

3. How Jesus Cares for His People: A Parallel with Jonah 

a. Jesus and Jonah were in a boat, both asleep, both assailed 

by a storm, the sailors were afraid for their lives, the sailors 

rebuked the one sleeping, a miraculous calming of a storm, 
and the sailors were more terrified after the storm was calm 

b. One Difference? Jonah – If I die, you will live 

c. Jesus – Casts Himself into the sea of God’s justice on our 

behalf at the Cross of Calvary (Jesus is greater than Jonah) 

d. Jesus calmed the storm between sinner and God by paying 

our sin debt on the Cross; The Lord Cares! 

 

 


