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Luke 8:26-39, Matthew 8:28-34 

Demoniacs in Gadarene, Part 1 

 

Introduction: 

1. Becoming a Christian is a supernatural act by God on a sinner, 

by which the individual is transferred from the Kingdom of 

Darkness to the Kingdom of Light 

2. Believers are redeemed from the domain of Satan and Sin and 

into the Dominion, Reign, and Rule of Christ Jesus 

 

The Chief Thought: The deliverance of the Gadaren demoniacs by 

Jesus is a picture of the sinner’s deliverance by Christ from the 

power of Sin and Satan. The response to salvation is joyful 

proclamation for what God has done.  

 

The Intentional Divine Appointment (Matthew 8:28, Luke 8:26-27) 

1. Jesus intentionally went to the region of the Garasenes to 

minister – This was a Gentile area 

2. The demon possessed men lived in the cemetery – superstitions 

were attached to people living among the tombs – had special 

powers 

a. The men were made violent – demons are enemies of 

humanity and seek to destroy humans 

3. Jesus’ authority: He has supreme authority over the material & 

immaterial world; over every realm of creation (Col 1:15-16) 

 

The Powerful Divine Appointment (Matthew 8:29, Luke 8:28, 31) 

1. Demons recognize Jesus’ authority to cast them out 

2. Beg not to cast them into the abyss – the final Day of the Lord 

where they will be bound forever (Revelation 20:10) 

a. Demons are fearful of Jesus – know He is the Son of God 

b. Demons know they will be judged (Mark 1:24) 

c. The Day of the Lord is coming, their time is limited and 

their defeat is ensured 

d. The Day of the Lord will be the perfecting of all things, 

displaying God’s perfect wrath, grace, and mercy 

e. The Day of the Lord will be a day God gives just 

recompense for Sin 

 
The Pitiable Divine Appointment (Luke 8:27, 29-30, Mark 5:5, 13) 

1. What the demonized go through and look like 

a. God is not their Father, Satan is 

b. They live under the domain of Satan, walk according to His 

rule and governance, dead in sin, of the world (Eph 2:1-3)  

c. The spirit in them drives them to live out fleshly appetites 

d. They are under the wrath of God – all mankind it 

 

 

2. Without Christ the lost live in the realm of the demonized; there 

is no middle ground between the Kingdom of God and Satan 

3. These men were horrifically tormented 

a. Life of normality was taken from them 

b. Life of decency and modesty was lost; lived naked 

c. Lacked self-care, and enacted self-harm 

d. Were a menace to other people 

e. Lost their personalities by demonic possession 

f. They experienced no rest or peace 

4. Not everyone is demonized like these men – but all who are lost 

live under the influence of the one who made these men like this 

(The Ruler of this world is the destroyer) 

 
Supremacy of Christ and the Suicidal Swine (Matt 8:30-2, Luke 8:31-4) 

1. Pigs were unclean under the Mosaic Law (Deut 14:8), yet Jesus 

marched right into Gentile territory, into unclean lands 

2. Jesus gives permission to the demons to go into the pigs; Satan 

and his demons need permission from God to do anything 

a. Jesus demonstrates His Lordship and Deity; He has power 

in His words 

3. Jesus values the deliverance of a human over the safety of an 

animal, unlike the Spirit of our Age  
 

The Testimony of the Herdsmen (Matthew 8:33, Luke 8:34) 

1. They watched a miracle and responded with evangelist zeal 

 

The Spiritual Insanity of the Garasenes (Matt 8:34, Luke 8:35-37) 

1. The citizens see the men healed, but do not rejoice that they are 

no longer a terror to them, or healed, or ask who Jesus is 

2. The  citizens are seized with great fear and beg Jesus to leave, 

not knowing He is the only One who can deliver them 

3. Many do not want the ministry Jesus brings them – fear, 

ignorance, or outright hostility 

4. The spiritual insanity of those who reject the King (Luke 19) 

5. All people born in/under Adam are spiritually dead, ignorant, 

and blind (Eph 2:1, 1 Cor 2:14, John 3:3) 

6. The citizens of Decapolis are spiritually out of their minds 

asking the One who has power to redeem to leave 

 

The Maniac Who Became A Missionary (Luke 8:38-39) 

1. The transformed sinner desires to go with Jesus & be with Him 

2. Jesus sends Him away with His message to share the Gospel of 

God – Go share what God (Jesus) has done for you 

3. The believer is set free, and then with joy shares the Message; 

Salvation is a miracle – you were delivered just like this man 

4. God miraculously delivered us from Satan’s rule (1 Cor 4:4-6) 

 

 


