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Mark 5:1-20 – Demoniacs in Gadarene, Part 2 

 

Introduction 

1. Mark’s objective – to display Jesus Christ as the Son of God  

2. Jesus has power and deity over the demonic 

3. Jesus demonstrates His identity as the Promised Messiah 

 

The Central Idea: Love for Christ can be measured in contrast by our 

love for this world and what is believed to be deserved. To believers, 

Jesus is the highest treasure. We trust Him, even when He says “No.” 

 

Petitions, Part 1 (verses 1-17)   

A Description of the Demon Possessed Man (vv 1-9) 

1. His condition is heartbreaking 

a. The citizens were unable to bind the strong man – the demons 

gave him superhuman strength 

b. Lived naked among the tombs/mountains crying & cutting 

c. He was unsettling to the townspeople 
2. The demons are aware of who Jesus is: The Son of the Most High 

God; they tremble before Jesus Christ 
3. Jesus takes on the enemy on his turf: Unclean man, Unclean 

Gentiles, Unclean tombs, Unclean animals, Unclean spirits 

a. It is no contest: Jesus is the Commanding Officer 
b. Jesus is ABLE to bind the strongman (Mark 3:27) 

c. Jesus came to destroy the works of the Devil (1 John 3:8) 

d. Jesus came to set the captives free 

 

The First Petition: A Destroying & Drowning “Yes” (vv 10-13) 
1. The demons beg to be cast out of the man and into the swine 

a. A stampede occurs when the demons enter the pigs 

b. The man was freed and assured watching the pigs drown 

c. Jesus says ‘Yes’ to the demons – with a word vanquishing the 

enemy 

2. We do not vanquish the enemy with a word, but with the shield of 

faith (how we extinguishing the fiery darts of the evil one) 

a. It is Belief in Jesus and His Word that resists the Devil so that 

he will flee from you (Stand firm in your faith!) 

 

The Second Petition: A Deafening Silent & Damnable “Yes” (vv 14-17) 

1. A polite kind of madness in our world – Jesus may be good 

enough for you, but I don’t want to hear about Him 

2. The wisdom of this world versus the wisdom of God 

a. Worldly Wisdom: Earthly, unspiritual, demonic 

b. The citizens see the good Jesus did and yet were more afraid 

of Jesus and reject Him (madness in the face of mercy) 

c. They beg Jesus to leave their country  

 

 

 

2. Jesus gives them what they want (Luke 8:37)  

a. This is the sort of ‘Yes’ you do not want (Psalm 106:15) 

b. Sinners would rather live in despair than bow the knee to 

Jesus in their misery in order to receive His mercy 

c. This is the madness of disbelief 

 

Possessions (verses 15-16) 

1. Two Reasons for the Citizens Disbelief 

a. Fear (Mark 5:15) and Love of Money (Mark 5:16) 

2. The Parable of the Sower: Seeds that fall along the path and 

among the thorns – deceitfulness of riches 

3. The 2,000 dead pigs 

a. Who owned these pigs? They were part of the economic 

wellbeing of the region 

b. Jesus seems to think one human life is worth all the livestock 

in the world; the world finds that too costly 

c. Do you want a Savior who tells His followers to give up 

everything and follow Him? 

d. Do we trust in God who determines the value of His creation? 

And believe we could be wrong in our appraisal? 

4. The Citizens Faced a Spiritual Test in the Valley of Decision 

a. Love God or Love your possessions (pigs)? Prosperity and 

Love of money, or Jesus? Swine or Savior? 

b. Jesus taught us to treasure Him above all (Mark 8:34-36) 

c. What if the townspeople succeeded in owning the world? It 

would have been eternal, spiritual suicide 

d. Treasuring Jesus over money (See John 12:1-8) 

e. Beware of seeking riches (See 1 Timothy 6:7-10) 

 

Petitions, Part 2 (verses 18-20)  

The Third Petition: A Dutiful and Delighted “No” 

1. The man wanted to be with Jesus: Those who treasure Christ 

desire Him – to worship, follow, be with Him 

a. This man begged to go with Jesus 

b. Jesus paradoxically, ironically says ‘No’ 

c. Unexpected: Demons and Citizens were granted their 

requests while this man is told ‘No’ 

2. Why does Jesus say ‘No’? 

a. Jesus is establishing the new Israel, the church, going after 

the lost sheep of Israel; this man is a Gentile 
b. The Lord has a special commission for this man – go to those 

you know and tell them of the Lord’s mercy! 

c. Not all disciples of Jesus Christ are called to the same tasks 

3. The mission of this man – duty and delight! Contentment where 

he is to delightfully tell about Christ and what He did for him 

4. We are called to contentment in our calling and station in life 


