April 18, 2021

Matthew 9:27-38
The Blind Men, A Demoniac, & The Harvest

Introduction
1. The Theme of Matthew: Jesus is the One who fulfills Old
Testament prophesies of the long awaited for & promised
Messianic King (See Jacob, Moses, Nathan)
2. The presence of Christ means the Kingdom has arrived
3. He was present and His power was unleashed in a variety of ways
4. His power showcased the fulfillment of God’s promises

The Central Idea: Jesus is the long, awaited for Messianic King. His
signs are evidence of the entrance of His Kingdom into the world.
Jesus is the Good Shepherd who has compassion on the lost, and has
His church pray that laborers will reap a harvest, bringing them into
His Kingdom of Grace.

The Blind See (vv 27-31)
1. What do the blind see that others cannot see?

a. Two blind men follow Jesus — they have heard about Him

b. The cry out to Jesus: Have mercy on us, Son of David!

c. Jesus is the Son of David — first time this title is used publicly
i. This title was a common name for the Messiah in the OT
ii. Isaiah prophesied a shoot from the stump of Jesse (King

David’s father) (Isaiah 11:1-2)
iii. Nathan prophesied to David a seed from His body would
sit on his throne forever (2 Samuel 7:11-16)

d. The two blind man see that Jesus is the Son of David — How?

i. This was revealed to them by God, the same as Peter who
said Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God (Matt 16:13-17)

e.  When Messiah arrives, the blind would see and the dumb
would speak (Isaiah 35:4-6, 29:18, 42:6-7)

f.  The hallmark of Jesus’ ministry was the blind receiving their
sight — this did not happen in the Old Testament nor with the
apostolic ministry — only Jesus gave sight — He is King!

g. They cry, Have mercy on us! — they do not demand their right
to be healed for Jesus is High King of Heaven, they are lowly

2. How does Jesus Respond to them? He seems to ignore them first

a. Jesus goes into the house and the blind men follow him

b. Jesus asks a question — Do you believe I can do this?

i. Do you believe Jesus gives sight to the blind, the
spiritually blind, to reveal who He is — the Son of David

c. What the blind men receive is blessing — they receive sight

d. The precursor to their physical sight is their spiritual sight —
Jesus as the Promised Messianic Descendant of King David

3. Jesus sternlv tells them not to sav a word — to avoid confusion

a. Messiah will not come in mercy, healing, or humility, but
with military might, political power, and regal splendor

b. No, don’t say a word for the people need to see the Messiah
and how He would save them — a suffering servant on the
Cross (the blind men disobey and spread the news)

The Dumb Speak (vv 32-33b)
1. Jesus casts out the devil and the mute man is able to speak
2. This man is brought to Christ, he did not follow like the blind
men — Jesus welcomes the sinner who comes by faith
3. Jesus displays His power of the powers and principalities of the
air by dispossessing this man, who is now possessed by speech
4. Why such an explosion of Demonic conflict?
a. Matthew 4 — Jesus defeats the prince of demons in the
wilderness; legions of demons then geographically rush to
Jesus to defend their turf
b. Jesus came to destroy the works of the Devil
c. The King of Light came into the Sinister, shadowy realm and
their darkness could not overcome Him
5. Two Reactions
a. The Crowd’s Amazement — Has anything like this ever
happened in Israel? WHY? The King is Here!
b. The Pharisees Blasphemy — He has the power of the prince of
demons to cast out demons
i. Either Jesus is Messianic or Demonic in their minds
ii. Their theology would not permit a humble Messiah
iii. Itis possible to see the mighty power and mercy of Jesus,
to taste the things of the Spirit and miss it

The Reapers Prayed For (vv 35-38)
1. The Pharisees were supposed to be the Shepherds of the people
2. The Pharisees placed heavy burdens on the peoples’ backs

(Matthew 23:2-4) — Jesus had compassion on the people

3. Jesus does not ignore the people: Compassion for the lost:
4. Harvest: Metaphor for judgment; Jesus has compassion for what

is coming — workers are needed, but they are few

He longs to harvest His people for His Kingdom

6. God works through means to reap His harvest: Preaching &
Prayer: God has planned and purposed a Harvest to be reaped

7. What we pray: Equip to do the work of the Gospel and bring in
the sheaves (God accomplishes the work of reaping!)

8. Christ accomplished the hardest work to bring in the Harvest on
the Cross — The Lamb who lays His life down for His people

9. What we do: Pray for laborers to sow and reap — you pray for
yourselves — YOU are the laborer

10. Pray and then Go and do the work of an evangelist!
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