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Matthew 9:1-8, Luke 5:17-26 - The Paralytic, Part 1

Introduction
1. The forgiveness of God is sweet — By God’s grace sins are not
counted against you: The Judge’s Verdict — Not Guilty!
2. Forgiveness is God’s removal of the impurity that damns the soul
3. Only God can forgive (Micah 7:18-19, Psalm 130:3-4)
4. Christ is the Only way to be forgiven of Sin (Acts 4:12)

The Main Idea: Sin is dark and deadly, and Christ, God the Son,
forgives Sin to the utmost. His work on earth is sufficient to the point
that on the Cross He was able to say: “It is finished!”

The Venue (Matthew 9:1, Luke 5:17)
1. Jesus comes to his own city, Capernaum — he went to his home
2. Many came to hear the Lord speak: Disciples, the Crowd, the
Curious, the Religious Leaders
3. The Religious Leaders: Zealots, Essenes, Sadducees, Pharisees,
and the Scribes (The Pharisees and Scribes were in the crowd)

The Five Men of Faith (Matthew 9:2a, Luke 5:18-19)
1. These men sought Jesus on behalf of their needy friend — they
could not enter the house so they made their way to the roof
2. These men were diligent and clever — they began to dig through
the roof to get to Jesus for their friend

The Omniscience of Jesus Christ (Matthew 9:2b, Luke 5:20)
1. The manis lowered to Jesus; Jesus is patient with the interruption
2. Jesus is able to see the heart of faith in these men
3. Seeing the heart is something only God can do; man is unable to
look into the heart of people (1 Samuel 16:7)
4. Jesus sees their genuine faith

The Sinfulness of Man (Matthew 9:2b, L uke 5:20)
1. Jesus addresses the soul of the paralytic man before the body
2. This man needs forgiveness of Sin
3. Hamartiology (The Doctrine of Sin)
a. Sin: an archery term, Hamartia meaning to miss the mark; to
miss the mark of God’s standard, falling short of God’s glory
b. Sinis an action — lying, cheating, stealing, murder, gossiping
c. Sinis a disposition of the heart — an attitude that leans toward
what is impure and ungodly; at nature in deep seated hostility
towards a Holy God
d. The Sinful nature loves the world (James 4:4), and lives in
the flesh (Romans 8:5-8)
e. Those without Christ are in the world, walking in the flesh

f.  Sin is treason against the Maker, Creator, shortchanging the
rule, majesty, and glory of God

g. All know they are sinners in need of forgiveness for the Law
of God is written on every heart (Romans 2:14-15a)

h. God hates the wicked sinner (Psalm 5:4-6, Proverbs 16:5)

i.  Sinners pick a fight with the Creator when they sin

jo The heart is proud and deceitful (Jeremiah 17:9)

k. The Lord God judges the unrepentant, unbelieving sinner by

throwing Him finally into Hell (Matthew 10:28)

The Forgiveness of God in Christ the Lord (Matt 9:2b, Luke 5:20)

1. Forgiveness is an action: to wipe clean, wash away, remove, put
away, cover, remember no more, no longer count against

2. Forgiveness is a disposition: no longer separated from God, God
is no longer offended, regards as an enemy, He forgets Sin, and
the person moves from being hostile toward God to becoming a
friend of God — a Son, a Daughter

3. God’s Forgiveness: His anger subsides and the sinner becomes
reconciled, adopted into the family of God; only He can forgive

4. Forgiveness is NOT a feeling, Not based on subjective emotions
or circumstances in life (bad feelings or emotions do not
determine or prove whether you are forgiven or not)

5. Forgiveness is Achieved by Christ who obeyed the Law perfectly
and paid the penalty of Sin in His death

6. In Christ, the hostile wicked heart is made new — holy as God is

7. Forgiveness is eternal — Completely for ALL TIME!

The Hardness of the Heart (Matthew 9:4-6, Luke 5:21-24)

1. Jesus knows the heart — he reads the hearts of sinful men
He knows His opponents heart whose thoughts were evil; They
thought He blasphemes! Who can forgive by God alone?
They are partially right; Only God can forgive: Jesus is God!
Jesus escalates the situation — Why are your thoughts evil?
The Religious Leaders’ hearts are hard — (see Heb 10:26-29)
The true blasphemers are the Religious Leaders, not Jesus
They think they love God and walk in His will (1 Jn 2:22-23)
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The Deity of Jesus Christ (Matthew 9:7-8, Luke 5:22-26)

1. Words are cheap: it is easy to say your sins are forgiven when
compared to causing a lame man walk again
Jesus heals the paralyzed man, proving His message of
forgiveness is true and authentic
Jesus is God — His title, The Son of Man (See Daniel 7:13-14)
Jesus is the ONLY religious leader to ever claim to forgive Sin
Be of Good Cheer Christian, your sins are forgiven in Christ
Jesus is able to forgive Sin — ALL SIN — Believe on Him!
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