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Mark 2:1-12 - The Paralytic, Part 2 
 

Introduction 

1. Last week: Heinousness of Sin & the sweetness of forgiveness  

2. This week: Key word – Authority – Jesus has authority to forgive 

3. Jesus is the Son of Man who has eternal authority and dominion: 

Greek LXX in Daniel 7 and Matthew 2 - exousia 

 

The Chief Thought: Jesus is sovereign God, with complete dominion 

(Lordship) in Heaven and on Earth to heal and forgive sins. Where 

man has NO ability to do anything to save himself, Jesus is the author 

of salvation, with complete capability, authority, and power to save. 

 

The Pack of People around Peter’s Lodging (verses 1-2, 12b)  

1. The Lordship of Christ involves the rule and reign over the hearts 

of believers – the world does not recognize His rule 

2. Crowds of people prevented Jesus from going town to town 

(Mark 1:45) – people packed out Peter’s house 

3. People came to hear Jesus preach and teach 
4. Jesus only had four main disciples at this point, with the rest as 

part of the crowd 

5. The crowd is curious; they like Jesus as long as He is useful 
6. The crowd is impressed with Jesus, amazed at Him 

7. Big crowds do not equal success in Jesus’ ministry 

8. Never mistake genuine discipleship in the Lord Christ as merely 

being an onlooker in the crowd 

9. The popularity of Jesus Christ is not faith in Him, nor obedience 

to His Lordship 

10. The Goal of Christ was not popularity, but to claim worshippers 

saved by God’s grace (John 4:23, 3:17, 12:47, Luke 19:10) 

11. The disciple is someone who counts the cost and willing to give 

up everything to follow Jesus 

12. The crowd likes to see the miracle, but does not want to take up 

the Cross and submit to the Lordship of Jesus 

 

The Paralytic and the Four with Legitimate Faith (verses 3-5a) 

1. The crowd refused to budge for the paralytic – lacked compassion  
2. The four men go to plan B – go to the roof, to unroof the roof 

3. They are industrious, loving, and full of nerve (bold) 

4. Their goal: get their friend to Jesus 
5. Jesus saw their legitimate, genuine faith – He saw their hearts, 

and their deeds – Faith is always acted upon (James 2:18) 

6. Our works validate our faith; salvation is by grace through faith 

alone, but our faith is never alone 

7. The paralytic is a mirror image of sinful humanity without Christ 
a. The Skeptic sees Christianity as a crutch for the weak 

 

 

 

a. This idea does not go far enough: Christianity is not a crutch 

to assist us, rather it is healing for the paralysed 

b. All lack the moral and spiritual ability to come to Jesus 

c. The paralyzed man did not need crutches, he needed 

resurrection because he was unable to will himself to Jesus 
i. No one in disbelieving flesh will or can submit to God’s 

Law (Romans 8:7) 

ii. The natural, unspiritual, man does not choose

 Christianity because it is Spiritual (1 Cor 2;14) 

iii. No one comes to Jesus without the draw of the Father

 (John 6:44, 65) 

d. The problem for man is that the sinful nature enslaves 

e. What man needs: Jesus to take them by the hand and raise 

them to newness of life 

 

The Protest of the Religious Leaders (verses 5-7) 

1. Jesus troubles the religious leaders by saying their sins are 

forgiven – immediate alarm in their minds 

2. These men know the Word of God – they are theologically right  

(only God forgives sins) and spiritually wrong – they fail to see 

who Jesus is (very God of very God) 

3. They murmur in their hearts against Jesus: They refuse to submit 

to God’s Law which is “Believe on the Lord Jesus” 

4. The paralytic could not move his limbs, these men could not 

move their hearts toward God 

 

The Preeminence of the Lord Jesus Christ (verses 5, 8-12) 

1. Jesus responds to the religious leaders with authority 

a. Jesus has divine knowledge – He knows their thoughts 

(Jeremiah 17:9-10, John 2:24-25) 

b. Jesus has authority to forgive sins: Not outwardly verifiable 

c. Jesus has authority to heal: Proves the authority to forgive 

d. If Jesus has authority to heal the paraplegic, He has 

authority to forgive sins 
e. Jesus has authority to command the humanly impossible – 

tells the paralytic to get up, take up your mat, walk, go 

f. Every divine commandment is a call to do the humanly 

impossible apart from the Sovereign Grace of God 

i. Repent, Believe, Follow, Persevere – we cannot but by

 Sovereign Grace – we can do nothing (John 15:5) 

g. Jesus has the authority to create what He commands – the 

man by the word of Christ, was enabled to obey 

2. The inability of man is overcome by the sovereign power of 

God’s grace 

3. Repentance, belief, following Jesus is evidence of God’s work of 

grace in our lives -  


