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Matt 9:13-17, Mark 2:13-17, Luke 5:32-37 – Levi, Part 1 
 

Introduction 

1. A scandalous scenario: despised group that would be disgraceful 

to associate with  

2. The Lord goes out of His way to seek Levi out, to willingly mix 

with the disreputable in order to care and love the sinner 

 

The Key Concept: Jesus Christ gives salvation to the scandalous, the 

scoundrels, the sinfully sick who follow Him by faith, NOT the self-

righteous and self-sufficient who believes their personal morality is 

enough for God. 

 

3. Our text addresses the autonomous, independent, religious self 

striving to be saved (whole) with God apart from Christ 

4. Our text addresses the proud heart that looks down on those who 

do have their life together – those who are dirty, dangerous, 

disgraceful 

5. Our text addresses the audaciousness of Christ who loves the 

sinner, offering them a seat at His table, while rejecting the moral 

superiority and proud autonomy of the religious crowd  

 

Matthew (Levi), the Tax Collector (Mt 9:9, Mk 2:13-14, Lk 5:27-28)  

1. Levi is Matthew – He is the same person, with multiple names 

2. Tax Collectors 

a. The Roman Empire imposed three kinds of taxes on the Jews 

i. Land Tax – 10% of their annual harvest 

ii. Poll Tax – A census tax that amounted to a days wages 

iii. Customs Tax – 2-5% tax on goods entering the region, 

collected at trade routes & entry points by tax collectors 

b. Indigenous to the land; not publicans (Roman tax collectors) 

c. A wealthy individual, or group of individuals would bid to 

collect taxes for Rome – the highest bid won the right to 

collect; they had the collectors double the percentage rate 

i. This individual or individuals paid Rome upfront 

ii. There would be a chief collector (i.e. Zacchaeus) 

iii. The individual or individuals would “employ” collectors 

who would also charge more of a percentage rate 

d. There was no enforcement of Roman law for corruption – the 

tax collector was immune to legal action 

e. They were despised – seen as turncoats, traitors, cheats, and 

unclean for associating with Roman Gentiles 

f. The Mishnah associated them with murderers and robbers, & 

stated that it was ok to lie to a tax collector 

g. They were not permitted to be judges or witnesses in a court 

h. Tax collectors collected taxes for Rome, not Israel 

 

3. Rabbis did not ask students to be their disciples – Jesus goes to 

Levi, the tax collector, and commands him to follow  

a. This would be shocking: Matthew is despised & considered 

dirty and disloyal, and yet Jesus asks him to be a disciple 
b. Jesus summons Levi – and he, with the rest of the disciples, 

never say no: The Lord’s grace & Word irresistibly draws 
c. Levi drops everything and follows Jesus: a New Life! 

  

The Meal at Matthew’s (Levi’s) Home (Mt 9:10, Mk 2:15, Lk 5:29) 

1. Matthew has Jesus over for a meal, and invites his friends  

a. A Sinner: A broad meaning - a prostitute all the way to one 

who did not adhere to the Pharisee’s rigid law-keeping 

2. Among the despised, dirty, and depraved was Jesus – He was not 

approving of their life by being with them 

a. Sinners who long to be free of their sin & want deliverance 

from a Savior find in Christ a God who has grace 

b. Jesus dines with sinners with the goal to set them free 
 

The Moralism of the Religious Leaders (Mt 9:11, Mk 2:16, Lk 5:30) 

1. Pharisees & Scribes believe their moral aptitude & obedience to 

the Law of God and moralistic tradition was enough for God  

2. They believed their sacrifices & ritualism earns/merits God’s 

grace and goodness = it’s a scandal that Jesus eats with sinners 

3. The self-righteousness & morally self-sufficient only show deep 

concern associating w/ sinners, not real concern for souls 

4. Phariseeism: working up the will-power to follow a list of stuff to 

do, believing God will be pleased if we do the list 

5. The Gospel: Impossible to perform for God in such a way that He 

will be pleased with you and accept you; The Father sent His Son 

who kept the Law & pleased the Father for us 

a. Jesus became our holiness, righteousness, morality 

b. He kept the Law perfectly and His righteousness was imputed 

to us at the Cross 

 

The Mastery of the Lord Jesus (Mt 9:12-13, Mk 2:17, Lk 5:31-32) 

1. Jesus was not tolerant of sin, He welcomed sinners to save them 

2. The well, spiritually healthy, do not need a physician 

a. Physicians work among the sick 
b. Jesus does not label sin a sickness like the world labels sin 

c. NOT saying the Pharisees are righteous/ spiritually healthy 
d. Jesus does not call the righteous, but sinners… Christianity is 

an exclusive faith; Christ is for the dead, depraved sinner who 

needs to repent and be raised to life, not the “well” 
3. Until the Holy Spirit reveals your sickness, you will not need 

Christ, and the Gospel will not be for you 

4. By grace we recognize our sickness and our cure, who is Christ 


