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Luke 5:32-37 — Levi, Part 2

Introduction
1. Jesus commanded the Pharisees, learn was “I desire mercy, and
not sacrifice” means
2. Religion divorced from what God marries to it is completely
nauseating in His sight
3. Religion without morality, authenticity, reality, compassion, or
kindness will not do — love of neighbor, compassion for sinners

The Key Concept: Knowledge of God in Christ flows into true
worship, prizing Him as the highest treasure in your life. The
implications of true worship filters into our love for our neighbor
which demonstrates acts and attitudes of mercy toward others.

The Call of Matthew (Levi) & Saving Faith (L uke 5:27-29)

1. How deep will the mercy of God reach to save a sinner? Is there
anyone past saving if by the Grace of God the sinner’s heart is
made willing to be saved by His Son? None!

2. The tax collector in Judea was the most despised individual
among the people — lumped with murderers and robbers

3. Jesus demonstrated that He is willing to associate with the vile in
order to save them: Sinners can be saved by God through the Son

4. The eyes of Christ, the eyes of God rested upon Matthew — Jesus
sees Levi!

5. Tax collectors sold out their neighbors for money — they charged
more than Rome required (Luke 3:12-13)

6. Leviwas called by a merciful God to follow — Jesus initiates the
relationship by effectually calling Levi out of his sinful lifestyle

7. Levi Responds in Faith: Saving Faith...

a. A willingness to depart from the old life to follow Jesus — to
repent — God replaces a will that values everything else above
God with a will that values God above everything else

b. Moves and Acts on the commands of Christ — evidence of
saving faith is good works to be obedient to Christ

C. The fruits of the Spirit become active in a believer’s heart —
one of those fruits is Joy!

d. Motivates mission — Believers share their faith with others

Christ’s Care For Sinners (Luke 5:29, Hebrews 7:26)
1. Jesus keeps company with sinners, in an appropriate setting
2. Jesus is in the world, but not of the world
3. He is our model, example: He engages the world without being
influenced by it, and He does not pull away from sinners
4. Jesus shows compassion, mercy, love to save the sinner
5. We do the same: in the world, showing love w/ Gospel Truth

Complaining Disbelief Of The Pharisees (Luke 5:30)

1. Pharisees murmur, moan, and complain
2. Pharisees are legalists, and separatists
a. They estrange themselves from the world
b. Their rules and regulations went far beyond the Law of God,
the Old Testament prescriptions for separation
c. True righteousness in their mind was zero contact with
sinners — their brand of Judaism was false religion
d. The Pharisees had no mercy, and treated others with disdain
(Luke 18:9-14)
3. Jesus was an offense and agitation to them because Jesus was not
religious enough
a. Jesus is a rock of offense, a stumbling block
b. Jesus offends the legalist, and the antinomian: Anti — against,
Nomos — Law — one who is against laws, rules
¢. Antinomians are all about love, and consider obedience to
Christ legalism — this too is false
d. Freedom in Christ is Freedom to Obey God — Jesus set you
free to become righteous (Obedience is Love!)

Compassion Above Formal Religion (Luke 5:31-32, Matthew 9:13)

1. Jesus’ command to the Pharisees: Learn what it means that God
desires mercy and not sacrifice
2. Hosea 6:4-6
a. Hosea’s day — highly religious with moral corruption; No
mercy, no knowledge of God, no kindness (Hosea 4:1-2)

b. What more can | do with you? — God confronts the N & S
Kingdoms — In mercy He reaches out for them to repent
The people ignore God’s prophets — their love is fickle
Hesed — Hebrew for Covenant love, faithfulness, mercy

e. The Lord desires Hesed above the sacrifice if that sacrifice is

done apart from covenantal faithfulness, apart from true
heartfelt worship
3. God rejects outward shows of religiosity, godliness without true
transformation leading to genuine worship
4. God rejects outward formal religion (sacrifices) over mercy and
covenantal love
5. The Pharisees’ phony religiosity was hypocritical (Matt 23:23)
6. The tax collectors and sinners are repentant — they had a radical
change of heart and mind — their attitude and will was changed to
turn from Sin toward Jesus Christ
7. The Pharisees divorced their religion from the heart of God and

His mission — to save the lost through repentance and faith
8. The Gospel is God’s Hesed to Save the Sinner in His Son who

died for sinners and rose again on the third day
9. God is mercifully compassionate to sinners to call them
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