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Mark 3:1-12, Matthew 12:9-21, Luke 6:6-11
The Man With The Withered Hand

Introduction
1. The Conspiracy of Silence — keeping silent to promote or protect
selfish interests (Another Sabbath Day Controversy)
2. The Pharisees developed rules around rules (traditions) to protect
the Sabbath Day from being violated
3. Jesus initiates the controversy — He starts a spiritual showdown

The Central Thought: Jesus is lowly, meek, and mild. He cares for the
broken reed (the weak). However, He has righteous indignation mixed
with sorrow over those with hardness of heart.

The Man With The Withered Hand (Mk 3:3, Lk 6:6, Mt 12:9-10a)
1. The Setting: Synagogue — serious context
2. Present is a man w/ deformity in his right hand, Scribes, Pharisees
3. Jesus initiates a controversial showdown against the Sabbath
traditions of the Scribes and Pharisees — Opposition has grown

The Sanctimonious Shriveled Heart (Mk 3:2, Lk 6:7, Matt 12:10b)
1. The motive of the Pharisees is to watch Jesus violate the Sabbath
in order to accuse Him — Will Jesus heal on the Sabbath Day?
a. The regularity of healing and deliverance by Jesus at this
point in His ministry became so routine, that is was expected
b. Wherever Jesus went, He healed diseases and delivered from
demons — What will Jesus do with the man with the withered
hand? Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?
c. They question Jesus and watch Him in order to accuse Him
2. Jesus is Lord of All, meek and lowly, humble in heart, caring for
the weak, Lord of the Sabbath — all the religious crowd sees is
whether or not He will heal on the Sabbath
a. According to their traditions, healing was only permitted if
the sickness was life threatening, otherwise it could wait
b. The Scribes and Pharisees were not in awe of the Lord, they
loathed Him
3. The Scribes and Pharisees anticipated this moment — they knew
the man’s condition would move the Savior to heal
a. The irony of this text: They want Jesus to heal on the Sabbath
i. The guardians of the Law want Jesus to violate their rules
ii. They have zero interest with the withered handed man
iii. Their hearts were withered, shrunken

The Self-righteous Hardened Heart (MKk 3:3-6, LKk 6:7-9, Mt 12:11-12)
1. Jesus challenged the lie with the Truth of God by word and deed
a. He summons the man to come to Him

b. Jesus pushes the Scribes and Pharisees into a corner to expose
them as hard hearted killers
c. God’s sovereign plan is to expose the false shepherds
2. The hearts of the Pharisees are hard, their eyes are blind - They
admit Jesus has power to heal, yet remain in unbelief
3. The Lost heart is withered, wicked, and hardened: We are born
lost & alienated from God, wicked and depraved, not neutral
a. The heart is deceitful, desperately sick (Jer 17:9), foolish &
darkened (Rom 1:21), creates idols to worship (Rom 2:20-
23), is stony (Ez 36:26), continually evil (Gen 6:5), begins
sinful at conception, birth (Ps 51:5), & is alienated from God
(Eph 4:18)
b. We are born totally depraved, & this effects our whole being
c. The heart can get worse, from hardened to more hardening
4. God’s Common Grace: We are not as depraved as we could be
because of God’s restraining grace
The heart rejects the light of Christ until the Spirit awakens it
Jesus pins the religious leaders into a corner — Who Am 1?
a. Jesus appeals to the Word of God concerning mercy (Dt 22)
b. Jesus deals with their inward thoughts — He asks a bizarre
question regarding, not healing, but harming and killing
c. Jesus confronts their hypocrisy: the Pharisees follow the 4™
commandment, but what about the 6" — Do Not Murder
d. The Pharisees wanted to accuse Jesus — harm Him, and they
wanted to destroy Jesus — murder Him
e. The Pharisees are not concerned about the Law, just power
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Jesus, Merciful & Compassionate Lord (Mk 3:5, Lk 6:10, Mt 12:13)
1. Jesus heals the man’s withered hand in accordance w/the Law of
God: Jesus did good to this man (Speaking is not working)
2. Jesus had divine indignation & godly grief at the hard hearts of
the Scribes & Pharisees (Mature Christlikeness mixes the two)

The Conspiring, Murderous Heart (Mk 3:6, Lk 6:11, Mt 12:14)
1. The anger of the Scribes and Pharisees is unreasonable, insane
2. The Truth exposes the heart — and sin causes defensive anger
3. The Pharisees hated the Truth and wanted to eliminate it; they
wanted to destroy Jesus (conspire with an enemy, Herodians)
4. The Pharisees follow their father, the Devil, a murderer from the
beginning = to destroy Jesus, is to destroy those He came to save

The Goodness of Christ, Fulfills God’s Word (Mk 3:7-12, Mt 12:15-21)
1. Jesus went on to do Ministry of Mercy — He healed the sick, cast
out devils, cared for the weak, loved the broken
2. Jesus thus fulfilled Isaiah’s Prophecy on the Suffering Servant




