August 1, 2021

Mark 3:7-19, Matthew 10:1-4, Luke 6:12-16 - The Twelve

Introduction
1. The Lord of the Rings, Aragorn the King and his companions
2. The Lord of All, Jesus THE King and His disciples

The Central Thought: King Jesus sovereignly chose disciples to
establish Christian discipleship, and more importantly, create
something new — A New Israel, A New Nation — the True Israel of
God, the Church.

The Crowds And The Twelve (Mk 3:7-19; Mt 10:1-4; Lk 6:12-16)
1. The Crowd desired Jesus in total contrast to the Religious leaders
(See Mark 3:1-6, John 1:11)
2. The Crowd grew, now a multitude — Jesus is popular
3. The Crowd’s Intention: Healing and Deliverance
a. The word spread all over the region about what He was doing
b. The crowd did not have the luxury of modern medicine
c. Their hope was Jesus of Nazareth to heal and deliver
4. The Crowd’s were Chaotic — they pressed into Jesus
a. Jesus had His disciples ready a boat lest He be crushed
b. Jesus is merciful to the crowd — He heals them
5. The Crowd finds Jesus as an object to be used
a. They are not interested in His person, message, or mission
b. They want their fix: temporary bodies, temporarily healed,
for a temporary life (A fix without the Cost)
6. True Disciples — more than admiration of Jesus for what He can
do for you; more than a fan
a. True Disciples count the cost and risk it all
7. True Disciples have more than a profession of faith
a. Agreeing and Affirming Truths concerning Jesus is
necessary, but does not make one a true disciple
b. Satan and his demons believe truths about Jesus, yet refuse to
love or submit to His Kingship
c. Followers of Jesus Christ confess and believe the truth and
then live in the light of the truth (they bear good fruit)
8. From the Mountain, Jesus Calls The Twelve
a. Jesus prayed before He called the 12 (Luke 6:12)
b. The Rabbis never called and chose their own disciples; Jesus
reverses this — He chooses His followers, His disciples
c. The Rabbis accepted students to teach the Torah; Jesus calls
His disciples to Himself
d. The Twelve were ordinary men, with different personalities,
and from different walks of life (fishermen, a tax collector, a
nationalistic zealot, etc.)

e. Jesus chose Judas Iscariot — this was not a blunder or mistake;
Jesus intentionally chose Him (John 6:70-71)
i. Judas was not an unplanned misfortune — Jesus selected

Judas knowing he would betray Him
ii. Jesus is Sovereignly in control of history, & own death
9. True Disciples are Sovereignly Summoned by the Father,
Effectually Called by Jesus Christ (See verse 13)

a. General Call (Rom 10:14) versus Effectual Call (Rom 8:30)

b. True Disciples hear the voice of the Shepherd and Follow,
sought after by the Son and appointed by God the Father

The Twelve, The New Israel — A New Holy Nation

1.
2.

The number of disciples is more important than their names

Jesus Called the 12 by Name — He has authority and dominion

(Reminder of Adam in the Garden at Creation: Animals, Eve)

a. Jesus, as Second Adam and God, marks a Creative Act; God
in the Flesh inaugurates a new act of Creation

b. Jesus, as Second Adam, enacts a New Day of Salvation; God
creates a New Israel centered on Christ; not Torah/land

A New Creation, A New Nation — True Israel

a. Jesus fulfills Old Testament Prophecy that declares a
regathering of Israel (a remnant) when the Messiah comes
i. Within ethnic Israel, is True Israel (remnant of believers)
ii. Jeremiah 23:3 — God gathers His flock from the nations
iii. Ezekiel 34:11-16 — The Good Shepherd will regather His

people (The Messiah is the Good Shepherd)

b. Jesus calls out the 12, thus constituting New Israel

Not All Israel is Israel: True Israel is not according to flesh, but

according to Sovereign Choice

a. Rom 2:28-29 — A true Jew is one with a circumcised heart

b. Rom 9:6-7, 10-13 — True Israel is not simply ethnic descent
from Abraham, but a sovereign choice by God
i. God chose Jacob, not Esau... So Election may continue
ii. True Israel, disciples of Christ, are sovereignly chosen by

God, whether Jew of Gentile (Gal 3:28-29, 6:15-16)

iii. See Also Philippians 3:3

True Israel will be made up of both Jews and Gentiles

a. The New Creation is the people of God, not ethnic Israel, but
spiritual Israel made up of Jews/Gentiles (Zech 2:10-12)

b. Peter tells the Gentile church the same thing Moses told Israel
(1 Peter 2:9-10)

c. Jesus taught this (John 10:16); Paul taught this (Rom 11)

The faithfulness of the 12, from generation to generation, led to

you, Christian, hearing and believing the Gospel

Christian, you are part of New Israel, Christ’s Sheep, grafted into

the Vine — He is your Lord & you are His chosen treasure!




