August 8, 2021

Matthew 5:1-3, Luke 6:17-20 — Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit

Introduction
1. The Backdrop behind the Sermon on the Mount (SOM)
a. Isin conjunction with the coming Kingdom of God
i. Jesus’ preaching — Repent, for the kingdom is at hand
ii. His miraculous signs proved his kingdom had come
b. Sheds light on the erroneous teachings of the Pharisees
i. The SOM moves beyond external religious practice to
the heart of the individual
c. The SOM springs forth from the truths of the Old Testament
i. Jesus describes the true disciple, people of God
2. The Theme of the SOM: What it means to live in this world as
citizens of God’s Kingdom under His kingly rule
a. Jesus constantly refers to His Father throughout the SOM
b. The Father is on His heavenly throne and cares for the
citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven; the SOM is what it looks
like to live under His care
c. Jesus answers the questions: What does the family of God
look like, what do the citizens do? What are the unique traits
of the disciple of God’s Kingdom? TO whom does this
kingdom belong?
3. Organization & Structure of the Intro to the SOM: The Beatitudes
a. Jesus opens with 8 Beatitudes, each beginning with the word
Blessed (Latin — Beatus; Greek — Macarioi) — see Psalm 1:1
b. Blessed in one sense — “to speak well of” (Ephesians 1:3)
c. Blessed —an inward joy, gladness; it is the state of the
disciple of Jesus Christ in spite of external circumstances
i. The sum title of every child of God
ii. More than happiness — does not work with the 2" Beat.
d. Each Beatitude ends with a reason one is blessed; a promise

The Foundational Concept: The poor in spirit are spiritual beggars
before a Holy God who come to Him with nothing but their sin and
fall on His mercy. They are those who enter into and inherit the
Kingdom of Heaven.

The Immediate Context of the SOM (L uke 6:17-19)
1. The Lord Jesus displayed the power of God’s Kingdom in the
world — a blitzkrieg into enemy territory
a. The Messiah is overturning and overrunning the adversary
b. Multitudes are coming to Him for healing and deliverance
c. Jesus has just appointed and commissioned the twelve
2. Jesus preaches the most famous of sermons

Blessed Are The Poor In Spirit (Matthew 5:1-3, Luke 6:20)

1. Jesus describes the True Disciple, citizen of God’s Kingdom

a. This is a description, not a prescription = Jesus is NOT giving
a law, NOT make sure you are poor in spirit to get in

b. This is not 8 steps to inherit the Kingdom of God

c. Rather, this is what you ought to be and pursue

d. All fall short of these, but there are elements in every child of
God, every disciple

e. Everyone in the Kingdom of God is poor in spirit

2. This is the first and most critical of all the Beatitudes

a. All the Beatitudes rest on this first one, for without it, it is
impossible to BE the rest of them (Mourner, Meek, Gentle)

b. The poor in spirit have God’s approval, saving grace

¢. They are content/satisfied in God in spite of circumstances

d. They are blessed because God holds their present and future

3. What Poor in Spirit is NOT:

a. NOT financial poverty

i. We do not steal blessedness from the poor when we give
them financial assistance

ii. Jesus’ first sermon on preaching good news to the poor, He
gives two examples: The Widow of Zarephath, and
Naaman, King of Syria who was wealthy (Luke 4:18a)

b. NOT based on race or merit — Ethnic Jews are not poor in
spirit and inherit the Kingdom of God because they are
descendants of Abraham

¢. NOT mean having a dull, drab personality or false humility

4. Examples of Poor In Spirit

a. The OT: Abraham (Gen 18), Job (Job 42), Moses (Ex 3, 4),
Gideon (Jud 6), King David (2 Sam 7, Ps 52, 1 Chron 29),
Solomon (1 Kgs 3), Isaiah (Is 6)

b. The NT: The Canaanite Woman (Mt 15), The Centurion (Lk
7), Peter (Lk 5), Paul (1 Tim 1:15), The Tax Collector (Lk
18), The Prodigal Son (Lk 15)

¢. King David — “this poor man cried” (Psalm 34)

5. Who are the Poor In Spirit?

a. The poor, powerless, helpless, spiritually bankrupt, empty,
inadequate, insufficient, the least of the least, unworthy,
vulnerable, weak, broken and unclean, chief of sinners

b. True shame and guilt before a Holy God; flawed, humble

¢. | have nothing to bring You, am nothing before You, | can do
nothing without You — no bargaining power with God

d. Not a low self-esteem (Ex: Moses — Ex 4); see Isaiah 41

6. The Holy Spirit creates the heart that is poor in spirit by
convicting you of sin, showing you the holiness of God,
convinces you of your fallenness

7. Happy is the one who discovers they are a beggar before God!




