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Matthew 5:7 – Blessed Are The Merciful 
 

Introduction 

1. 140-5 B.C. – The Heresy of Mariconism: The god of the Old 

Testament is different than the god of the New Testament; one 

malevolent, the other merciful 

2. The Mercy of God in the Old Testament 

a. The Mercy Seat in the Holy of Holies (Ex 25-26, Lev 16) 

b. The afflicted people of God saved, redeemed (Isaiah 63:9) 

c. Jeremiah’s hope and portion after the destruction of 

Jerusalem (Lamentations 3:19-24) 

3. The Mercy of God in the New Testament 

a. Jesus the compassionate, full of mercy 

b. A High Priest who identifies with sinners (Hebrews 4:15) 

 

The Central Idea: The disciple of Christ is full of mercy like his 

Master because he has been graced with (shown) mercy.  

 

A Kingdom of Mercy 

1. Unless the Lord shows mercy, we are hopeless 

2. The Sermon on the Mount delineates what it is to be in the 

Kingdom of Heaven 

3. The Kingdom of God is defined by mercy; not a harsh kingdom, 

but one of kindness, forgiveness, patience, and love; where truth 

is spoken in love (1 Corinthians 13:1-7) 

4. Citizens of the Kingdom are commanded to be merciful (Lk 6:36) 

a. A mark of saving mercy and one has indeed entered into the 

Kingdom of God is by a demonstration of mercy from the 

one redeemed by God’s mercy 

 

The Mercy of God 

1. Mercy Defined: Pity, compassion, kindness, and sympathy for the 

miserable, the unwanted, the discarded, the sinner separated from 

God leading one to act in the interest of those in such a state 

2. Different from the Pharisees – Legalism and Judgmentalism, 

critical, insensitive, arrogance, self-righteousness 

a. Sinners were looked down upon 

b. Jesus contradicts the Pharisees – those who are merciful  and 

compassionate reflect God’s heart 

3. God is merciful – he is ready to remedy the misery of His fallen 

creatures – He will act in mercy and save them 

a. Luke 18 – The blind man cried out for mercy to Jesus 

b. Luke 18 – The tax collector beat his chest crying for mercy 

c. John 3:16 – God acted in mercy to the world, sending His 

Son to redeem the lost sinner 

4. Mercy is having pity on the miserable and acting to restore them 

An Example of Mercy: The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) 

1. The lawyer tries to trap Jesus concerning eternal life 

a. Do what is written in the Law – love God and neighbor 

b. Jesus is pointing out the impossibility and the lawyer’s dead 

heart – Who is my neighbor? 

2. The Parable begs the question: Who proved to be the neighbor? 

Jesus tells us at the end – You are the neighbor 

3. The Samaritan – despised by the Jews, ethnically half Jewish and 

half Samaritan 

a. He had compassion in his heart, bandaged him up with his 

own clothing, gave his animal to ride, used costly oil and wine 

to heal, paid for the inn 

b. He had zero ability to bring forgiveness, but did have the 

power to relieve the miserable with pity and acts of mercy 

4. Mercy is relieving the miserable of the consequences of sin (our 

sin or other’s) that leads to a broken and bruised life 

5. The early church saw in this parable Jesus – he was the Good 

Samaritan come from Heaven to Jerusalem to rescue sinners 

 

Mercy Is Displayed in Physical and Spiritual Ways 

1. Mercy is the disposition of pity leading one to actively help, both 

physically and spiritually 

2. The false dichotomy of the liberal social gospel vs preaching the 

gospel only 

a. Either meet physical social needs (feed the poor, etc) OR 

preach the Gospel: God calls the Disciple of Christ to both 

b. Example: Pharisees who had a perverted sense of justice 

(Matthew 23:23-24) 

3. The merciful Christian does good and also forgives when 

someone wrongs them 

4. The merciful believer is a witness for Christ risen from the dead 

5. Reasons we do not show mercy: 

a. They do not deserve it (Jonah 4:1-3), won’t appreciate it 

(Jesus and the ten lepers), will abuse mercy, won’t 

reciprocate mercy 

 

Biblical Mercy vs Biblical Justice 

1. What about children who need discipline, an employer who needs 

to be fired by an employee, a judge who upholds laws, sinners in 
need of redemptive church discipline? 

2. We live in a world where mercy and justice are mixed 

 

The Promise to the Merciful: Is it merited or by grace? 

1. Being merciful does not CAUSE God to show us mercy 

2. Mercy is through Grace alone based on what Christ did for us 

3. Showing mercy is the evidence of God’s mercy shown to you 


