September 12, 2021

Matthew 5:8 — Blessed Are The Pure In Heart

Introduction
1. The difficulty: No one can see God?
a. Exodus 33:20; 1 Timothy 6:15-17, 1:17; 1 John 4:12a
b. God is invisible; Anyone who see the Lord will perish
2. Who can stand before the Lord and behold Him? (Psalm 24:3)

The Central Idea: The pure in heart are those justified by God’s grace
conditioned upon Jesus’ saving work on the Cross. They are made
pure by Christ’s imputation of righteousness. They grow in purity as
they walk with Him in holiness. They see God now in manifold ways
and will ultimately see God in the face of Christ in glory.

A Biblical Theology of the Natural, Human Heart
1. The Physical and Spiritual Heart: Greek word, kardia — Heart
2. The Identity of Man Established in the Heart
a. Culture see the heart merely in terms of emotions and feelings
b. Human identity is established in the heart
i. Center of Personality, Basis for intellect (Hebrews 4:12)
ii. The heart is the seat of our affections; what we love/desire
3. The Disposition of the Heart
a. The heart is the seat of our volition, our will — what directs our
choices (2 Thessalonians 3:1-5)
i. What you either love or hate (think liver & onions)
ii. Affections are those which repulse and drive away, or
attracts and draws you in — more than emotions
b. If you can control your heart, you can control your life; if you
neglect your heart, your life will be in disarray (Prov 4:23)
c. The heart is the real you — essential core of your personality
4. The Law of God is Directed Toward the Disposition of the Heart
a. We are commanded to Love God! (Deut 6:5, Matt 22:34-38)
5. Our BIG Problem: The Depravity of the Heart: we don’t love God
a. The heart loves and pursues what it is disposed to by nature
b. The heart is depraved and wicked, not pure — it is unclean;
there is NO clean heart within natural man
c. The diagnosis: We are bankrupt before God
i. Heart’s disposition: craving & loving sin (Ecc 8:11, 9:3)
ii. The heart is totally depraved (Isaiah 1:5-6, Jer 17:9)
iii. The source of all our problems (Matt 15:10-11, 18-20)
6. The Law does not “fix” the heart! — it accuses the heart
The Law cannot legislate a pure heart
8. The natural heart creates a bad tree bearing rotten fruit (Matthew
12:33, 35) — there is none righteous, no not one
9. The intention of the heart is evil from youth (Genesis 8:21) —
therefore it craves sin and evil only
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The Heart of God for the Heart of His Sheep
1. The sheep of God matter to God and must be made pure
2. The work of God is to transform the heart of the sheep, for God
looks at the heart beyond outward appearance (1 Sam 16:6-7)

The Purity of Heart Required to Behold God
1. Greek word katharos — “clean” = without mixture like pure gold,
ceremonially clean in regards to the Law’s regulations, moral
purity (most often; keeping the moral standard)
2. Psalm 24 — an inward moral cleanness; thoughts, motives,
affections, disposition, and will
3. Behavioral transformation does not necessarily mean a clean heart
(Matthew 23:27-28) — Be Ye Kind is not the Gospel
The Gospel is not a command to follow, but news to believe
To Behold God, one must be clean (Isaiah 6:1-5)
The Pure in Heart: Truthful and free of deceit (Psalm 24:3-4),
Single-minded, not hypocritical (James 4:8), Those who seek the
Kingdom of God first = Holiness!
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The Purity of the Gospel of the Unblemished, Sinless Lamb
1. Jesus is the ONLY ONE worthy and pure for He conquered sin
and death at the Cross (see Revelation 5:1-5)
2. Jesus shed His blood to purify His sheep’s heart = The Gospel
creates the pure heart God commands
3. Natural man can’t create a pure heart, only God can (Mt 19:25b-
26)
4. The pure heart is the focus of God’s creative act in the Gospel
(Jeremiah 31:33, Ezekiel 36:25-27)b
The pure heart is created at the New Birth (see John 3)
6. The Lord bore our impurity to make us pure, so that we could
stand before God and Behold Him
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The Glorious Promise of Beholding the Lord
1. The Beatific Vision: The aim of the Gospel: To Bring you to
joyfully behold and enjoy God!
2. To See God:
a. Admission into the presence of the King (Ex 10:28-29)
b. Worshipful Reverence (Job 42:5-6)
¢. Be comforted by His grace (Psalm 27:7-9)

The Purified, Sanctified L ife:
1. Now we live lives of purity, being washed in the word (Ephesians
5:25-27) knowing what our future hope is (1 John 3:2-3)
2. The Word of God cleanses us, conviction of the Spirit leading to
repentance cleanses us
3. We live according to our future hope of eternal life when Jesus




