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Matthew 5:9 – Blessed Are The Peacemakers 
 

Introduction 

1. The Context: Ancient Israel would have expected a Warrior King 

to wage war to free God’s people from His enemies 

2. The Biblical Foundation: The Messiah would rule the nations 

(Psalm 2:7-9, Zephaniah 1:14-15, see also Malachi, et. al.) 

3. The Shock: Peacemakers? With who? Rome? Enemies? 

4. The Difficulty: Messiah Jesus also said, “I did not come to bring 

peace, but a sword dividing family members…” (Matthew 10) 

a. Following Jesus means He is the Center of everything, worthy 

of more affection, love, allegiance than any family member 

b. Peace will come only if all family members respond the same 

way toward Jesus, otherwise there will be division 

c. There is only enmity between light and dark; those within the 

Kingdom are divided from those outside the Kingdom 

5. The Kingdom of God is Spiritual (Ephesians 6:12, 2 Cor 10:3-6) 

a. Our warfare is spiritual in nature, and not peaceable with the 

darkness of this world 

b. How does a child of God practice peacemaking? 

c. How are Christians to be peacemakers in God’s Kingdom and 

live in a world where there is no peace? 

 

Key Concept: The Kingdom of Peace is established in the hearts of 

Christ’s disciples. The citizens of Christ’s Kingdom become those who 

make peace like their Lord and God, who made peace with them 

through the blood of Christ on the Cross.  

 

The Kingdom of Peace & The Kingdom of this World (Darkness) 

1. Jesus told Pilate His Kingdom was not of this world 

a. He came not to establish a political overthrow, but to establish 

a Spiritual Kingdom of Peace in the hearts of men 

b. King Jesus rules the heart – He is the Prince of Peace, and by 

His chastisement He establishes this peace (Isaiah 9, 53) 

i. Zechariah prophesied Jesus would guide in the way of 

peace (Luke 1:79) 

ii. Angels sang at Jesus’ birth, peace on earth (Luke 2:14) 

iii. Paul taught Jesus is our peace (Ephesians 2:14) 

2. The world works with external factors to establish peace, and 

ignores the inward, real issues to bring peace – it ignores the heart 

a. Why are people not peaceable? Selfish desires (James 4:1-4) 

b. What Christians should ask themselves with conflict: 

i. What do I want right now more than Christ & His peace? 

ii. How am I acting/behaving to get what I want? 

iii. What am I not getting that I am willing to go to war over? 

3. The Kingdom of Darkness is opposed to the Kingdom of Peace! 

 

The Christlike Peacemaker 

1. The noun form of “peacemaker” is only found in Matt 5:9, the 

verbal form is only found in Colossians 1:20 

2. The Principal meaning of peace: Shalom – wellbeing, harmony, 

health, completeness, wholeness, serenity, success, the full life 

3. The Secondary meaning of peace: Restoration & Reconciliation of 

splintered relationships 

a. The disciple of Christ seeks to bind broken relationships 

b. Abraham & Lot (Gen 12:8-9), Moses (Ex 2:13), Solomon 

(Proverbs 15:1, 18), Paul: peace with all (Rom 12:18), Jesus: 

turn the other cheek (Matt 5) 

4. Ultimate aim of the Peacemaker: Peace between God and men 

a. The unbeliever moves from being an enemy of God at war 

with God and God with them – to friendship with God 

b. Jesus is the Supreme Peacemaker (Rom 5:10) 

c. The unbeliever declares war against God, rebellious, resistant, 

opposed, alienated, hostile (Colossians 1:21) 

d. God is at war with every unbeliever – His wrath abides on 

them – His terms of peace: Repent and Believe in His Son 

e. Peace through justification by faith in Jesus (Rom 5:1) 

5. The Prince of Peace establishes peace at the Cross (Eph 2:14-19) 

a. Gospel Call: Lay down your arms, no longer war with God 

b. The Gospel breaks down the dividing wall of hostility 

c. Jesus gave true, lasting, infinite peace (John 14:27) 

d. This peace produces a confident, content soul (Phil 4:6-7) 

e. The peace of Christ rules our hearts (Colossians 3:15) 

6. Peacemaking involves means involving yourself in others’ lives, 

confronting sin, being accountable (Matt 18:15-17) 

7. Peacemakers might be bruised for being involved (Ps 120:6-7) 

 

God Abominates Strife Causers 

1. God hates the one who causes strife (Proverbs 6:16-19) 

2. The strife causer will not inherit the Kingdom of God (Gal 5) 

 

Sons of God Like THE SON of God 

1. We will be like Jesus, considered a son (God’s child) – adopted 

into the family of God: Peacemakers are given sonship  

2. The disciple of Christ is a child of God, once a child of wrath, now 

saved by grace, given the right to be called a child of God 
a. Sin disrupted shalom in Eden and God has been gradually 

redeeming and restoring peace – the Lord sent His only Son to 

heal this broken world 

3. Jesus brought grace and mercy, everlasting peace to His sheep 

a. God created peace through His own blood (Col 1:19-20) 

4. Being a peacemaker is evidence you are a child of God 

5. Do you pursue peace? Are you peaceable? 


