September 26, 2021

Matthew 5:10-12 — Blessed Are Those Who Are Persecuted

Introduction

1. Would you start a new religion with, Blessed are those who are
persecuted? Jesus calls people to be persecuted for His name!

2. Christianity is the Way of Suffering

3. This 8" Beatitude is the climactic end, and describes not so much
what a Christian is to be or what they do, but the world’s reaction
against the believer in Christ

4. The Sermon on the Mount is contra mundum, “against the world”
a. Christ is counter cultural
b. The world finds the Kingdom of Christ weak and foolish

5. The existence of God’s people is a reminder to the world that God
exists, and that they are outside the Kingdom

Key Concept: Christians, citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven, will
unavoidable and inescapably suffer and be persecuted while in the
world, the Kingdom of Man. This persecution will inevitably come
because they follow Christ and pursue His righteousness. But this light
and momentary affliction pales in comparison to the glory of eternity
that awaits them in Christ their Lord.

The Structure and Site of This Beatitude

1. Ironically, Paradoxically follows the 7t Beatitude: Blessed are the
peacemakers — Peacemaking sheep will be persecuted by wolves

2. A segue into the rest of the Sermon on the Mount — Salt & Light

3. Aninclusio is formed by the 1% and 8" Beatitude — Theirs is the
Kingdom of Heaven

4. Jesus moves from third person in verses 2-10, to second person in
verses 11-12 (See Luke 6:22-23) — Jesus personalizes this

5. Jesus expands only on this beatitude to describe/define persecution

The Definition and Description of Persecution (Mt 5:11, Lk 6:22)
1. The root form of “persecution” is neutral, meaning to pursue
earnestly, or zealously; it can either be friendly or hostile
2. The world is on a zealous, earnest, hostile hunt against Christians
to rid the world of any reminder of God
3. Persecution has different forms
a. Verbal Abuse — insults, reviling, censure, rudeness, slander
i. Words have power (Proverbs 18:21)
ii. The world will accept any belief or practice, except
Christianity
b. Exclusion — ostracized from social gathering, given cold
shoulders, not listened to as serious, passed over
c. Physical Violence (Ex: Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach,
Abednego, the Christian Dispersion)

The Inevitable Certainty of Persecution (John 15:18-23)

1.

Jesus, the Master, was persecuted in all forms, so will His servants,
His followers

a. The disciples are equated with God’s Prophets (Matt 5:12)

b. Ex: Elijah, Jeremiah, Isaiah

To follow God the Son means the servant of God will suffer the
same types of persecutions (Jn 16:2-3, 33; Acts 14:22b; Phil
1:29; 2 Tim 3:12; 1 Pet 4:12; Matt 10:16-ff)

To know the power of Christ’s resurrection, Christians are to share
in His sufferings (Philippians 3:10)

The Mark of a True Church is Suffering and Persecution for the
cause of Christ

The Reason and Rationale for Persecution

1.

2.

There is suffering that is not blessed of God — being obnoxious,

offensive, and ungodly (1 Pet 2:20, 4:15-16; 2 Tim 2:24-25)

Reason #1: Righteousness — The world hates the Christian who

says right is “right” and wrong is “wrong”

a. The inward character and outward deeds are exposed in the
presence of righteousness, causing discomfort

b. Desire to silence or be rid of the righteous, because the Gospel
wounds pride, and virtue wounds the conscience

c. If the church has ceased from being persecuted, one must ask if
there is a departure from the offense of the Gospel and the holy
standards of Jesus

Reason #2: Being identified with Christ (Matt 5:11, Lk 6:22)

a. Praying in Christ’s name invites scorn, ridicule

b. Walking with Christ, finding Him more lovely/attractive than
the world will bring persecution

c. Christ chose you out of the world, you belong to Him; this is
why the world hates you (John 15:18-19)

The Persecuted Inherit the Kingdom of God

1.
2.

3.

Christians endure because eternity is theirs

This is not a quid pro quo — the Lord does not reward us the
Kingdom based on our efforts to persevere to the end

The Lord graces us by KEEPING us in order to endure, persevere,
and fight the good fight

a. We persevere in the power of God’s preserving grace

b. Not tit for tat, you scratch my back and | will scratch yours
The Kingdom belongs to the Persecuted Christian — you cannot put
a price tag on the Kingdom!

When the world says you do not belong, this is a true statement
and the highest compliment — you belong to another world




