November 28, 2021
Matt 5:43-48, Luke 6:27-36 — Love Your Enemy

Introduction
1. Last week: Jesus’ passive call to non-retaliation
2. This week: Jesus’ active call to love your enemy
a. Be Saltand Light
b. Replace the vengeful heart with love for your enemy

Governing Principle: The Love of God is the foundation of all love. We
are to love God with all our being, and then love our neighbor as
ourselves. Our neighbor is not just our kin, or our brothers and sisters
in Christ, or our friends, but also those who are different from us and
those who despise and persecute us.

The Glorious Attribute of God: God Is Love
1. God is perfect in love, the Source of love
a. Loveis NOT God, but God is Love
b. God is the Basis for love
c. The Bible speaks of Multifaceted Love of God
d. God is Complex in His Love
2. God’s Love
a. Intra-Trinitarian Love (John 3:35, 14:31)
b. Providential Love
c. Inviting Love (Ezekiel 33:11, Matthew 11:28)
d. Electing Love
i. The nation of Israel (Deuteronomy 7:6-8)
ii. The Church of Christ (1 Peter 2:9, Ephesians 1:3-4)
e. Conditional Love
i. TIsrael was to obey to be blessed, incur God’s favor (Dt 5)
ii. Christians are to obey to be blessed (John 15:10)
3. Mistakes Made with God’s Love
a. Make God’s Conditional Love Absolute — Develops a merit
kind of system; if you obey God will love you
b. Make God’s Invitational Love Absolute — God has done all He
can, now your salvation depends on you and your decisions
c. Make God’s Elective Love Absolute — God is going to
accomplish it all, so why evangelize
d. Make God’s Providential Love Absolute — Pantheistic Deism
e. Make God’s Intra-Trinitarian Love Absolute — lose distinction
between Creator, Creature; we become partakers of the Divine
Being
f. God does not love in one way negating of the other, He loves
the same way w/ each of these loves at the same time
g. God does not love everyone the same way (God loves Jacob
and hates Esau)
h. God does not love exclusively unconditionally (Election is
unconditional, but conditioned on obedience)

The Greatest Command: Love God (Matthew 22:34-40)

1. We are commanded to love God with all our being

2. The lost cannot obey the command to love God — no one can attain
it; all have fallen short of this — the lost love darkness
a. Nature was dark, dispositions set on evil, Hearts were stone
b. The way to love God is to be a Good Tree created by God, the

Gardener — God causes the seed to grow!

c. Without Christ, we were fleshly, natural, lawless

3. The saved are enabled to love God — made alive in Christ by grace,
born again, given a new heart, by God’s will & mercy

The Golden Rule: Love Your Neighbor
1. Christians are now able to love God and our neighbor as we love
ourselves — we are able now to love rightly
2. The Erroneous Teaching in Jesus’ Day
a. Pulled from false inferences from Leviticus 19:17-18
i. The Law commands love of enemy (Exodus 23:4-5)
ii. The Law commands love for foreigners (Deut 10:19)
iii. We are taught to love our enemies (Proverbs 25:21-22)
b. What about texts like Psalm 5:5-6, 26:4-5, 119:113?
i. The Rabbinical Tradition is different from Imprecatory
Psalms — hatred/animosity versus justice/indignation
ii. We cannot assume our enemies are God’s enemies
c. Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan — half-breeds; Gentile
dogs (anyone different — ethnicity, religion, etc. were hated)
d. God hates His enemies, and so can we — Jesus says No!
e. The Rabbinical Tradition did not wish for their enemies
salvation, redemption, forgiveness, repentance (Ex: Jonah)

The Glaring Question: Who is Your Neighbor? All! Even Enemies!

1. If your enemy seeks your harm, seek their good — evidence we are
God’s son/daughter (redeemed) — this is not cause/effect

2. To love your enemy is to be different from the world

3. We are more like our Father and Jesus when we love our enemy

4. The Lord is kind to the ungrateful/evil — provides rain/sunshine for
them without discrimination — the atheist and the believer

5. God’s love for His enemies is Common Grace, not Redemptive

The Great Commission: How To Love Your Enemy

1. Bless & Pray for your Enemy — Hard to hate those you pray for
a. Jesus on the Cross, Steven when he was stoned to death

2. Sincerely greet your enemy — do not ignore them, provide for their
needs (This is not killing them with kindness)

3. The ultimate way to love your enemy is to share the Gospel of
Jesus Christ with them (Matthew 28:18-20)

4. Remember Christ died for you, His enemy (Romans 5:8-11)




