December 5, 2021

Matt 6:5-15, Luke 11:1-4 — The Lord’s Prayer, Part 1

Introduction
1. The Lord’s Prayer is a pattern and model for prayer and a teaching
for Christian living as citizens of God’s Kingdom
2. Whatever is most important in life, this is what will be in our
prayers —we cannot divide the way we live and the way we pray

Main Idea: God is both imminent and transcendent, personal and holy
other. Only Christians can pray to God as their Father for they were
adopted into His family. They pray that His name be valued and
treasured in the world. They pray the Lord will make much of Himself
for His name is of supreme worth compared to everything else.

Two Ways To Pray (Matthew 6:5-8
1. Itis not the religious versus the irreligious, but Christianity versus
the religious
2. Many want to be heard, only the Christian has this privilege
3. How and What the Christian prays, is the way he or she lives
4. Those who want praises from men for their prayers have their
reward, and those who string empty, recited words are not heard
5. Prayers of the Pagan can be cold, mechanical, without personal
connection to the Lord
6. God only hears the prayers of the Christian
a.  What you pray for in secret is the priority of your heart
b. Christian prayers come from a heart of faith that trusts Jesus
and prioritizes God’s glory — seeing Him as imminent and
transcendent
c. Jesus is the way to God, not just the One who points a way to
God — the Lord’s Prayer teaches us these truths

The Structure of the Lord’s Prayer

1. Verses 9-10 — Three petitions that focus on God — His name, His
Kingdom, His will

2. Verses 11-13 — Three petitions that focus on our needs — Our
bread, our forgiveness, our deliverance

3. The prayer moves from God first, to our lives second; from the
glorious and magnificent to the common everyday life

4. Jesus teaches He is the way to God for how can we say God is our
Father unless Christ is our Brother through His death &
resurrection, and how can we ask for forgiveness unless Christ
brought us reconciliation?

5. The Structure lays out the priority in prayers: God first, then our
petitions and confessions

6. We come with simplicity, expectancy — knowing when we pray
according to God’s will, we will desire what God desires

QOur Father... (Matthew 6:9a, Luke 11:2a)

1. Prayer is normally addressed to the Father
2. Prayer is Trinitarian in nature: To the Father, through the Son, in
the Spirit (Ephesians 2:18)
3. Addressing God as Father
a. The Lord is imminent, He is close, near to us
b. The title Father conveys and controls the relationship
Christians have with the Lord — a Father/Child relationship
C. Can anyone pray “Our Father?” No. It is not a universal
phrase; only the seed of Abraham can pray to God as Father
(Exodus 4:22-23, Galatians 3:26, 29)
4. The Father is OUR Father
a. Itisa corporate address from the family of God who are
disciples of Jesus Christ God’s Son
b. In Christ, Christians are adopted brothers and sisters, not by
natural birth, but by supernatural birth by God’s grace
c. Our Father is a redemptive address where the lost have
become God’s children when they believe in Jesus Christ
d. Christians are children of God by Adoption (Galatians 4:4-6,
Ephesians 1:5)
e. Not physical birth, but new birth (John 3) by God’s will alone
(John 1:12-13) do you become a child of God
f.  Our Father is infinitely more powerful and wise than our
earthly fathers (Matthew 7:9-11, 6:8)

...Who is in Heaven (Matthew 6:9a, L uke 11:2a)

1. God is transcendent — infinitely far above us, majestic and holy

2. Heaven is plural highlighting the majesty & exaltation of God: He
is our Ruler, King, Sovereign, Glorious Majestic Lord

3. God dwells above us (Psalm 115:3) and is still near to us (Isaiah
57:15) — He is both majestic and merciful

4. To be just imminent, we become too familiar with Him, and for
God to be just transcendent, He becomes cold and distant

5. Our Father is imminently near to us and powerfully able to give us
everything we need, for we are His children (1 John 3:1)

Hallowed Be Your Name (Matthew 6:9b, Luke 11:2a)

1. The chief petition that governs the rest of the rest of the prayer
2. We approach God with reverence and adoration
3. Our prayers begin with God for we are not the center of God’s
universe, God is (1 Sam 12:19-22, Ez 36:21-23, Ps 23:3)
a. God does everything for His glory, for the sake of His name
4. God’s name — His character, reputation, attributes, person
Hallowed — to sanctify, set apart as holy
Our prayer is to ask God to make His name holy in our hearts and
in the world (Isaiah 29:23, 1 Cor 10:31, Hab 2:14)
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