Isaiah 40:1-11
The Prophets: The Glory of the Lord Revealed

Introduction: Background of Isaiah

1. Date:
a. 750 BC - The Year King Uzziah Died (Is 6:1)
b. 930 BC Kingdom Split In Two
c. 810-750 BC Relative Peace & Prosperity
d. 750 BC Isaiah Comes on the Scene
2. Context and Setting:
a. Southern Kingdom of Judah
b. King Ahaz Rules Southern Kingdom, Judah
c. The World Power is Assyria Threatening
Israel and Judah (Ruthless, Merciless)
d. King Sennacherib Reigns Over Assyria
3. International Politics:
a. King Ahaz’s Foreign Policy — Trust God or
Join Assyria — Decides to Join Assyria
b. Israel Joined Egypt to oppose Assyria
¢. Ahaz Dies, Good King Hezekiah changes the
policy and decides to trust the Lord
d. 722 BC Assyria Conquers Israel and turns
sights upon Judah
e. 701 BC The Lord Intervenes; 185,000
Assyrian men are Killed (2 Kings 19:35)
f.  Why? Hezekiah Humbled Himself before the
Lord (Isaiah 37:21); God saves him/nation
4. Literary Structure:
a. lsaiah 1-39 — The Threat of Assyria;
b. Isaiah 40 turns the page; The Prophet Isaiah
looks 100+ years into the future (Hope!)
c. 586 BC Babylon would Conguer Judah
d. The Jews would be taken into Exile (Jer 25)
e. 70 Years later God’s people would come back
to the Promised Land
f. Isaiah Speaks into this Historical Situation

Main Point of Isaiah 40:1-5

Be comforted! God can be trusted even when the Enemy is
on your front door. God is coming. Prepare for Him with
Penitence, Respond to Him with Repentance. Believe!

God’s Comfort for His People! (v 1)

1. Repetition in Hebrew — My God, My God why have
you forsaken me?/Holy, Holy, Holy (Emphasis)
2. They would return to the Promised Land = Hope!

God’s Restoration for His People! (v 2)

Judah’s Warfare Has Ended! Iniquity is Paid For!
Judah Received Double for Your Sins (Ex 22:4, 7, 9)
Treated like a Thief by God — Double Payment

Judah was given the Law, the Covenants, the Temple,
The Presence of God — Spurned God’s Glory

70 Years of Babylonian Captivity: Exile! Released...
6. God Calls & How are the People of God to Respond?
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God is Coming! Prepare for Him! (vv 3-5)

1. A Royal Highway for the Approaching Divine King

2. How were the People to Prepare? How to Respond?
a. Something is Unprepared: The Wilderness
b. Penitence & Repentance (Isaiah 57:14-15)

God’s Gospel in Isaiah 40:1-5, See Also 6-11

At the Right Moment in History, God Sent His Son
Alexander the Great: Combined Language/Culture
Rome built the Roads and established Pax Romana
One Language + Good Roads = News Travels Fast
Jesus came into the Wilderness/Desert of this World
John the Baptist Preached Repentance (Lk 3:2-14)
Better News than Isaiah’s to Exiled Judah (vv 6-11)
God is Coming! The Good Shepherd!
Judah was torn from their home as payment
We Received a Substitute! — The Lamb!
Justice Due You Fell Upon Christ!
Your Warfare is Over! Your Iniquity is Paid
For! — Softly & Tenderly Jesus is Calling!
Your True Comfort is Found in the Shepherd
g. Believe in the Shepherd Who Lays His Life
Down for His Sheep (John 10:11)
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